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1 WAS aſtoniſhed to find, that a ſhort Let- 
ter. ſigned Verax, publiſhed in the Dublin 
Journal, containing Obſervations on ſome 
falſe Aſſertions ſtated in Swiney' 8 Birming- | 
ham Chronicle, relative to the Conduct of 
the Popiſh Clergy at Wexford, had produced 
an Anſwer ſigned Veritas, of no leſs than 27 
Pages. Nothing can be a ſtronger Indica- 
tion of Guilt, than the entering into a De- 
fence againſt Charges which have not been 
made, and this is evidently the Caſe of Veri- 
tas, who Jaunches out into a long Exculpa- 
tion of the Popiſh Clergy of the County: of 
Wexford at large, from a Catalogue of hei- 
nous Offences, of which, however ſtrongly 
they ſtand convicted in the Public Mind, Vert- 
tas did not accuſe them, as he confined him- 

1 telt 


2 
- ſelf entirely to the following ſubſtantive 
Points: That the Popiſh Clergy in Wexford * 
were not terrified or Priſoners at large, and 
chat they were the only Perſons there poſ- 
ſeſſed of Authority. For this Reaſon, Veri- 
tas appears to me to be a very bad Advocate 
for his Sacerdotal Friends, for by attempting 
to leſſen their Enormities, be only makes 
them appear more prominent. 


And oftentimes excuſing of a Fault, | 
Web make the Fault the worſe by the Excuſe ; 

As Patches ſet upon a little Breach, 
| Diſcredit more in hiding of the Flaw, 

Than did the Flaw before it was ſo patched. 

DOHAKSPEARE. 

He ſays "A 4, " that i itis by no Means his 
_ © Purpoſe to inveſtigate, much leſs to vindicate, 
the Cauſes or Motives which led the de- 
% luded People of this Country, to ſuch ſan- 
„ guinary Acts of Ferocity and Barbariſm.” 
Now I will ſave Veritas the Trouble of this 
Inveſtigation, by telling him, that many 
Doctrines of the Popiſh Church, not only 
"encouraged, but even recommended Perſecu- 
tion and Bloodſhed, ever ſince the beginning 
of the 12th Century, that theſe abominable 
9 have been nnd ſanctioned by 
e 


0 
General Councils, by Popes Bulls and Epiſ- 
tles, and that they have been conſtantly en- 
forced in every Country in Europe, where 
the Roman Pontiff had attained any Autho- 
rity. What a ſoleciſm then 1s Veritas guilty 
of, by endeavouring to excuſe the Prieſthood 
from the Imputation of conniving at the 
Extirpation of Heretics, which their Holy 
Church laid them under an imperious Neceſ- 
ſity of inculcating, and which even their Bi- | 
ſhops were bound to do by their Oath of 
Inauguration. To prove this aſſertion, it will 
be neceſſary to make a few quotations from the 
hiſtory of the middle ages, which 1 hope will 
be, not only entertaining, but edifying | to the 
reader, 2 

In the Ages of midnight Darkneſs and 
Ignorance. the Popes from very flender begin- 
ings, made monſtrous Accumulations of 
Wealth and Power, by working on the ſuper-. 
ſtitious credulity of Mankind ; and well know- 
ing, that the Poſf&fſion of im would be 
inſecure, when Reaſon reaſſumed her Empire, 
they endeavoured to impoſe Fetters on the 
human Mind, by a ſet of new fangled 
Doctrines, as impious as they are abſurd. 
So little idea had the Biſhop of Rome. of 


Supremacy in the 5th Century, that when 
B x _ ] 
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there was a Rivalſhip for Pre-eminence be- 
tween him and the Patriarch of Conſtantino- 
ple, it was (a) reſolved by the 28th Canon of 
the Council of Chalcedon, in the Year of Chriſt 
451, that the ſame Rights and Honors which 
had been conferred on the Biſhop of Rome, 
were due to the Biſhop of Conſtantinople, on 
account of the equal Dignity and Luftre of 
the two Cities, in which thoſe Prelates exer- 
ciſed their Authority. On the cloſe of the 
6th Century, Pope Gregory Iſt. was poſſeſſed 
of immenſe Territories, and yet he had fo 
little idea of being Supreme Head of the 
Chriſtian Church, that when the Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople aſſumed that Title, he declar- 
ed in a Letter to the Emperor Mauritius, 
that it was a blaſphemous Title, and that 
« none of the Roman Pontiffs had ever aſ- 
„ ſumed ſo ſingular a one.” (5) And in a Let- 
ter to the ſame Patriarch he ſays, What 
„ wilt thou ſay to Chriſt, the Head of the 
“ Univerſal Church, in the Day of judgment, 
« who thus endeavoureſt to ſubject his Mem- 
« bers to thyſelf, by this Title of Univerſal ? 
* Who, I aſk thee, doſt thou imitate in this, 
60 This was a general Council. 


(5) Gregory's Epiſtles, Lib. 4. Ind. 13. p. 137. 
| | but 


| 5 n | 
« but the Devil?” (a) And in a Letter to the. 
Empreſs Conſtantina, he ſays, © his Pride in 
« aſſuming this Title, ſhewed the Days of 


\ 


« Antichriſt were at hand.” (6) 


The ſame Pope who lived about the Year | 
600, and was known by the name of Gre- ; 


gory the Great, made the following acknow- 
ledgment, Agnoſco Imperatorem a deo con- 


ce ſſum, non Militibus ſolum ſed ſacerdotibus 


Imperari, “ I acknowledge that a Prince hav- 


ing his origin from God, is ſupreme over / 


© not only the Military, but the Sacerdotal 


„Power.“ (c) He alſo called himſelf with 
true Chriſtian humility, „Servus ſervorum, 
« the ſlave of ſlaves.” Now let us compare 


the humility of Gregory 1ſt, with the arro- 
gance of Pope Pius the 5th, in the Year 1570, 
when he iſſued a Bull of Excommunication, 
and Depolition, againſt Qeen Elizabeth, it 
begins thus, | 
ile that reigneth on High, to whom all 
Power is given, in Heaven and Earth, hath 
committed the one Holy Catholic and Apoſ- 


(2) Gregory's epiſ. 38. (3) Ibid. epiſ. 34. 
(e) Lib. 2. epiſ. 94. 
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« tolic Church, out of which there is no Salualion, 
« to one alone on Earth, namely to Peter, Prince of | 
© the Apoſtles, and to the Roman Pontif, ſucceſſor 

4 of St. Peter, to be governed with a plenitude 

«© of Power. This one he hath conſtituted 

Prince over all Nations, and all Kingdoms, 
that he might pluck up, deſtroy, diſſipate, 

* overturn, plant, and build. We may com- 

* pare the Papal Power to Virgil's deſcription 
Ss. of ſame.” + | 7 


Ingrediturque ſolo, et caput inter nubila coalatt. | = 


At one time creeping humbly on the Earth, 
in the guiſe of a poor Pilgrim, at another, 
rearing its head in the Clouds, as an infolent | 
Uſurper over all the Nations of the Earth. (a? 
The claim of the Popes to the Pontifical Chair 
depended as little on their pretended ſucceſ- 
ſion to St. Peter, or on their election by the 
Cardinals, or the Clergy, as that of one of 1 


(a) How ſtrongly his ambition and downfall are deſcribed N 
in Iſaiah, „0 Lucifer thou ſaidſt in thy heart, I will aſ- 4 
« cend into the Heavens, above the ſtars of God, I will F „ 
* exalt my throne, I will aſcend above the heights of the 

« clouds, I will be like the Moſt High; yet thou art 
10 brought down to Hell, I will riſe up againſt thee, and 
t cut off from Babel thy name and remnant.” , 


7 
our Eccleſiaſtics te a Biſhoprick, by the elec- 
tion of the Dean and Chapter. One depend- 
ed as much on the will of the Emperor, as 
the other on that of the King. For this rea- 
ſon, when Gregory the Great, about the year 
600, was elected, he not wiſhing to be ad- 
vanced to the Pontificate, wrote to the Em- 
peror Mauritius to excuſe him and to annul 


2 it, but the Emperor refuſed his requeſt and 


ratified it. (a) This continued till the cloſe 
of the gth Century, when on the inte 


(a) This Pope ſoon after obtained 8 before the 
Patriarch of Conſtantinople in the following manner. The 
Emperor Mauritius and his family were murdered by Pho- 


cas, a Centurian in his army, who uſurped the Throne. 


Phocas applied to the Patriarch to ſanction this horrid mur- 
der and uſurpation; but having refuſed to do ſo, he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to Pope Gregory, who complied, and ob- 


1 | tained, as a reward, precedence before the Patriarch. + 
1 Gibbon, the hiſtorian, makes this remark on it: As a 


t ſubject and a Chriſtian, it was the duty of Gregory to 
e acquieſce in the eſtabliſhed Government, but the joyful ap- 
s plauſe, with which he ſalutes the fortune of the Aſſaſſin, 


4 has ſullied with. indelible diſgrace, the character of the 
„ Saint.” And yet this Pope ſtands ls high in the Romiſh 
* legend of Saints. | 


+ Gregory's 3 epiſtles, lib. 11. ep. 28. Maimbaury's 
hiſt. of the Pontificate of Gregory 1ſt. 


t Vol. 4th, Page 414. 
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of the race of Charlemagne, Adrien the 3d 
made a decree that the Popes ſhould be elected 
without the Emperors conſent. At laſt Charles 
the Bald, in the Year 870, reſigned to the 
Pope, all power and authority over the Ro- 
man See. (a) When this ſalutary reſtraint of 
the Emperors over the Roman Pontiffs was 
withdrawn, their ambition became ſo inordi- 


nate, that they aſſumed a power which grew 


to be formidable to temporal Princes, and fa- 


tal to the peace of Europe. It was main- 


tained by the Doctrine of excluſive Salvation, 
which was admirably calculated to encreaſe 
the ſectaries of their Communion, and to ſe- 
cure thoſe who were already within its Pale. 
This doctrine was followed by Excommuni- 


cation, to which Gregory the 7th, who was 


advanced to the Popedom in the Year 1073, 
ſaperadded the terrors of Perſecution. By 
theſe dreadful engines, the Popes were ena- 
bled to excite the ſubjects of Sovereign Princes, 
to dethrone, and often to murder them, if 
they refuſed to yield to their imperious Man- 


dates. The following Emperors experienced 


(a) Giannone's hiſtory of Naples, lib. 5. cap. 2. ſec. 2 
the 


9 


the woeful effects of this ſcourge from the 
Popes whoſe names are annexed, ſome of them 
having loſt their thrones and their lives by it. 


Gregory 7th, excommunicated Henry 3d, A. D. 1076 


Calixtus 2d, - - Henry 4th, 1120. 
Adrian 4th, - - Frederick - 1160. 
Calixtus 3d, - Henry 5th, 1195. 
Innocent 38 d.. - Otho 1 1219. 


Honorius 3d, and Gregory, th.) Frederick 2d, 1220. | 


And Innocent 4th, in the 


Council of Lyons, x WY 1245. | 


A great number of Sovereign Princes were 
obliged to yield to its irreſiſtible and deſtruc- 
tive influence. About the year 800, the 
Pope obtained, or rather claimed, a ſuprenia- 
cy over the Chriſtian church, in the following 
manner. He procured Charlemagne to be 
elected Emperor of Rome, in return for which 
he confirmed bim in the poſſeſſion of the 


Exarchate of Ravenna, and the Marquiſate 
of Ancona(a); in return for which he ſaluted 


him as Vicegerent of God, and Vicar of 


La] He obtained them in the following manner. About 


the year 751, Pepin reſolved to dethrone Childeric 3d, 
King of France, his Liege Sovereign ; and Pope Zachary 
agreed to abſolve the French People from their oaths of 


Allegiance, and to ſanction this horrid uſurpation, on ob- 
_ taining theſe territories, which were granted to him by Pepin, 


father of Charlemagne. | 
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Chriſt, and declared that he was not ſubject 
to any human juriſdiction. The Popes know- 
ing that they could not maintain ſuch extraor- 
dinary powers, and keep ſuch extenſive terri- 
tories, to which they had ſo bad a title, with- 
out a ſyſtem of terror, adopted the ſollowir g 
expedient to enforce it. Pope Innocent the 3d, 
in the year 1215, procured the following de- 
cree to be paſſed by the 4th Council of Late- 
ranſa]; and the decrees of a Legitimate Gene- 
ral Council, ſuch as this was, has always been 
deemed infallible and irreyerſible 1 in the Ro- 
miſh church. 


Heretics of i every kind againſt the true Or- 
thodox Catholic faith ſhall be condemned, and 
if they ſhall not prove their! innocence by a 
proper purgation, they ſhall be eee! 
by the ſwordſ o]; and their effects ſhall be con- 


All ſecular powers ſhall be compelled by 
Eecleſiaſtical Cenſures, to take an oath to 
extirpateſc] within their reſpective territories, 
ſuch of their ſubjects as ſhall be condemned 
As heretics by the Church. 


D — 


2 


1 Chapter 3. | 
44 wy Anathematis gladio feriantur, are the words in it. 
[9 Fon fide Ld FRO exterminare ſtudebunt. 
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But if a temporal prince ſhall refuſe to 
Z purge his territories of heretical pravity, when\ 
2 required to do ſo, by the metropolitan and his 
XZ ſuffragan Biſhops, let him be excommunicated; 
and if he ſhall not make full ſatisfaQtion in a 
year, let it be notified to the Sovereign Pontiff, 
dthat he may abſolve his ſubjects from their 
oaths of allegiance, and transfer his territories 
to any other Catholics, who may enjoy them 
without any contradiction, provided they ex- 
terminate all heretics in them, and preſerve 
dhe purity of the Catholic faith. 


All Catholics who ſhall take up arms, for 
| the purpole of extirpating ſuch heretics, ſhall 
eenjoy the ſame indulgence, and the like privi- 
lege, with thoſe who viſited the holy land.[a] 
1 Human ingenuity could not form a better 


device, to impoſe the ſhackles of ſuperſtition 
on the human mind, and that univerſal domi- 
z haation over Sovereign Princes | to which the 
| Tope aſpired. 
To enſure the execution of this tyrannical 
decree, the Biſhops, who may be regarded as 
the Pope's centinels, in every ſtate where po- 
pery prevailed, were obliged at their inaugu- 


- = da)] This means eternal ſalvation, which was promiſed to 


all who went on a Cruſade to the Holy Land. "og 
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ing paragraphs: i 


The rights, n and authority, of 
the holy Roman church, and of our Lord the 


Pope, and his ſucceſſors, I will be careful to 


preſerve, defend, enlarge, and promote. All 
heretics, ſchiſmatics and rebels, againſt our 
ſaid Lord, and his ſucceſſors, I will to the ut- 
moſt of my power perſecute and impugn. 


In conſequence of this oath, William Rufus 
told Archbiſhop Anſelm that he could not pre- 


ſerve his allegiance to the Pope, and his tem- 
poral ſovereign at the ſame timeſ a]; and Car- 
dinal De Retz tells us[5], that the Parifians 


objected to the miniſtry of Cardinal Mazarine, 


for the ſame reaſon. 


Raymond, Count of Thoulouſe, was the 
firſt Sovereign Prince againſt whom this dread- 
ful engine was levelled. His ſubjects, com- 
monly called the Albigenſes an! Waldenſes, 
happened to obtain, about the cloſe of the 12th 
century, a tranſlation of ſome parts of the 
New Teſtament ; and becauſe they endeavour- 
ed to conform their tenets and practices to the 


light of the goſpel, which was eee to 


[4] Memoirs, Part 3d. 


Ly 


"hg na 3 Popery, 


ration, to take an oath, containing the follow- 


bloody Court of Inquiſition was eſtabliſhed, 


® tained his territories by abſolving the French 
ſubjects from their oaths of allegiance to Chil. 
deric the zd, A. D. 751, and by, ſancti- 
oning the uſurpation of Pepin; and that his 


Lewis 16th 1046 years afterwards. 


q peror Henry IV. he called upon Robert 


lowing words: Henricum caput heretico- 


. 


rum & ejus fautores, pro viribus perſequaris 


Popery, they were excommunicated by the 
Pope; and becauſe Raymond refuſed to perſe- 
cute them, he was deprived of his dominions 
by the Pope's orders; and Simon De Mount- 
fort, General of the Cruſade, was inveſted with 
them, by Innocent zd, at the Council of La- 
teran. It is univerſally allowed, that one million 
of theſe innocent people were extirpated by the 
ſword and the gibbet, in conformity to the 
decree of that Council. On this occaſion the 


and the ſuperintendance of it was committed 
by Gregory IX. in the year 1233, to the Do- 
minican Friars. 


It is curious to obſerve, that the Pope ob- 


Holineſs was deprived of them by the ſame 
people, who rebelled againſt, and dethroned 


When Paſchal II. excommunicated the Em- 


Count of Flanders, to attack him in the fol- 
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& impugnesſ a]. Hoc tibi et militibus tuis pre- 
cipimus(5). We order you to attack Hd perſe.. 
cute with all your might, Henry the head of 
the heretics, and his adherents, and theſe * 
commands we give to you and your ſoldiers. 
The only hereſy of which the Pope could ac- 
cuſe this innocent Prince was, that he oppoſed 
the Pope's claim to the inveſtiture of Biſhop- 
ricks within his dominions; and yet his Holi- 
neſs raiſed the ſon againſt the Emperor his 
father, whom he dethroned and threw into a 
monaſtery, where he died of grief (c). The 
Pope procured this ſentence to be firſt voted 
in the Council of Lateran, A. D. 1102. 


In that ſavage ſcene of butchery, the maſ- 
facre of St. Bartholomew, planned with all 
the coolneſs of deliberation, 500 gentlemen, 
and 10,050 perſons of inferior rank, were 

- murdered in one night, in Paris alone, becauſe 
they were Proteſtants. Thuanus, a Roman 
Catholic writer of the utmoſt veracity, was 
preſent, and gives a minute and ſtriking ac- 
count of it, in the 52d book of his cele- 

brated hiſtory. The Roman Pontiff being 
informed of it, expreſſed great joy, and an- 


[a] The ſame words uſed in the Biſhops Oath. 
(65) Paſchal 2d. c. 7. Bincus tom, 7 p. 517. 
F | e) Acts and Monuments. 7 
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nounced, 


— 
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nounced, that the Cardinals ſhould return 
thanks to the Almighty for ſo ſignal an advan- 
tage obtained for the holy See, and that a 
J]ubilee ſhould be obſerved all over Chriſten- 
dom. (a) | 3 


Sixtus V. excommunicated Henry IIId. 
of France as a Heretic, becauſe he ſpared the 
blood of his Proteſtant ſubjects, and he grant- 
ed nine years indulgence to any of his peo- 
ple who would bear arms againſt him; upon 
this Jacque Clement, a fryar, murdered him 
in his palace. At a publick Conſiſtory held 
at Rome, the Pope applauded in a long pre- 
meditated ſpeech, the virtue and the firmneſs 


of the holy Fryar, declaring that his fervent _ 


⁊eal towards God ſurpaſſed that of Judith and 
Eleazer, and that this aſſaſſination was brought 
I about by the ordinance of divine Providence 
(3). Of the many conſpiracies under the ſanc- 
tion of the Pope to murder Queen Elizabeth, I 
ſhall mention but two. Robert Parſons and 
Edward Campion, two Prieſts who, conſpired 
to murder that Princeſs, obtained for them- 
ſelves and all the Papiſts 1 in England, a diſ 
penſation from the rigorous obſervance of the 
bull fulminated againſt her by Pope Pius V. 


(a) Thuanus lib. 63. ſec. 4. 
(5) Thuanus vol. 4. 767, 788. 
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®' It, permitted them to appear obedient and 

reſpectful to her, till their party was ſtrong 

enough to riſe againſt her. It ends thus: 
The higheſt Pontiff granted the foreſaid 
Graces to father Robert Parſons and Ed- 
ward Campion, who are now to take their 
* way to England, the 14th of April, 1586.“ 
[a] But the holy fathers were detected, arreſted 
and hanged. The diſpenſation was found 
upon them. William Parry, a Roman Ca- 
tholic gentleman, was encouraged by Palmio 
a Jeſuit, and Campeggio the Pope's Nuncio, 
to murder that Princeſs ; for which the Car- 
dinal procured him the Pope's abſolution, and 
paternal benediction. Having been diſcover- 
ed and arreſted, he revealed the whole plot; 


La 
* 


0 
La 
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and his evidence was confirmed by Cardinal 


Como's letter found upon him (5). In this 
letter the Cardinal tells him, and to the 
end you may be {o much the more holpen, 
„by that good ſpirit, which hath moved you 
* thereunto, his Holyneſs doth grant you ple- 
* nary indulgence, and remiſſion of fins, aſ- 


* ſuring you, that beſides the merit you ſhall 2 
therefore receive in Heaven; his Holyneſs | 
* will further make himſelf your debtor, to | 


(a) Speed 871, (5) Hume vol. 5. p. 265. 


© acknow- 


4 . 


—— 
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MY, 
4 


I 
: * 


acknowledge and requite your deſervingsÞ 


[a] Mr. Digby, an Engliſh gentleman of the 


Popiſh perſuaſion, was diſcovered to be con- 


cerned in the gun- powder plot, for blowing 
up the King and the Parliament. In a letter 
to his wife, he ſays; if I thought there had 
been the leaſt ſin in the plot, I would not have 


been of it for all the world, and nothing but 


a zeal for God's religion drew me into it”[6]. 
In the towns of Toulon, Tholouſe, Niſmes, 
and Montauban, and the country contiguous 
to them, there are great numbers of Proteſt- 


ants, who enjoyed the unreſtrained exerciſe 
of their religion, ſubſequent to the revoluti- 


on. In the year 1791, the Roman Catholics 
of thoſe towns, inſtigated by their Prieſts, 
publiſhed an inflammatory addreſs againſt 
their Proteſtant brethren, at that pious ſea- 
ſon, when they celebrated the maſſacre of the 
Albigenſes and Waldenſes [e]. On the 18th 
of April 1791, a large party of theſe fanatics 


aſſembled in the great hall of the Auguſtins, 


at Montauban, and adjourned thence to the 
houſe of a Mr. Du Barry, the Apoſtle of this 
Cruſade. The n, without enception 


(a) Speed 783. 
(5). Digby's papers, publiſhed by 3 Coventry 


(e) Which they did annually. 
D 
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ferved in the national guards, and were very 
ftrenuoas in the cauſe of liberty; and yet this 
mob of bigots ſhewed a ſanguinary ſpirit 
againſt them, and a deſire to extirpate them, 
as infidels and heretics. They purſued a troop 
of Dragoons, conſiſting moſtly of Proteſtants, 
into a guard-houſe, where they continued a 
well directed fire on them. In vain they hung 
out a white flag, as a token that they implored 
clemency, five of them were killed in the act 
of ſubmiſſion; and the whole of them would 
have been butchered, but that the regiment 
of Languedoc arrived in time for their re- 
lief, and conducted them, covered with blood 
and wounds, to the common priſon, while the 
enraged and fanatic multitude brutally aſked 
for their heads. At Niſmes, where the Pro- 
teſtants formed one fourth of the people, ma- 
ny of them were maſſacred; and on the elec- 

tion of the municipality, the prieſts were aſſi- 
duouſly employed in ſwearing the people not 
to vote for Proteſtants, whom they marked by 
the appellation of blacks. It is ſingular that 
this ſanguinary ſpirit ſhould appear in the 
Prieſts, and their flocks, at that time, as there 
were five Commiſſioners actually employed in 
that country, by the Convention, in taking 
meaſures for the confiſcation of the property 
os the Clergy, and the total ſubverſion of their 
order. 
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order. (a) The very ſame ſyſtem which the 
Pope adopted in the Council of Lateran, in the 


year 1215, to extend and ſecure his monſtrous 


encroachments all over Chriſtendom, was in- 
troduced into England in the year 1405. 
The Saxon Church was free from, and had no 
connexion with the Romiſh See till the con- 


quelt 1 in the year 1066; and though the Britiſh 
Monarchs refiſted, and the Parliament enacted 


many laws againſt the ſupremacy of the Ro- 
man Pontiff, the monks gradually and filent- 
ly, infuſed the Papal ſuperſtitions into the maſs 
of the people. The opprethon and extortion 
of the Roman Clergy became art. laſt ſo great, 


that the people of England manifeſted a ſtrong 


deſire to confiſcate their property, and to re- 
nounce all connection with the Holy See, in 
the reigns of Ed. III. Rich. II. and Hen. IV. 
The Commons ina body waited on the latter 
in the year 1404, and addreſſed him td ſeize 
the revenues of the Clergy, and to convert 
them to the benefit of the State. But the 


Clergy availed themſelves of the peculiarity 


of his ſituation, to rivet the ſhackles of Popery 
on the people of England much ſtronger than 
ever. Henry the 4th having obtained the 
Crown by the commiſſion of treaſon and mur- 


(a) Annual Regiſter, 1791, p. 64 
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der, was very obſequious to the clergy, 
whoſe ſanction he conſidered as neceſſary to 
varniſh over the enormity of his crimes, and 
to confirm his uſurpation; as they were very 
numerous, their property was immenſe, and 
they were regarded with ſuperſtitious reve- 


rence by the beſotted multitude. Early in 


life, he had favoured the doctrines of Wick- 
liffe, and when advanced to the throne he, at 
the inſtance of the Eccleſiaſtics, prevailed on 
the Parliament to paſs a law, by which it was 
enacted, that any heretic who refuſed to abjure 


his opinions, ſhould be tried by a Biſhop, or 
his Commiſſary, and condemed to the flames; 


and the King was to iſſue his writ de hæretico 
comburendo, by: which the Sheriff was com- 


manded to execute the ſentence. William 


Sautre, Rector of St. Oſithes, in London, was 
the firſt perſon who ſuffered Mder this ſangui- 
nary law in 1405 The Britiſſ nation would 
have renounced, at this period, the ſuperſtitions 
of Popery, but for this dreadful engine of perſe- 


cution, which was as terrific as the Inquiſition, 


and under which the Clergy continued to burn 


great numbers of the followers of Wickliffe, 


whoſe doctrines were conſonant to the pure 


principles of chriſtianity, till the reformation 


at once put an end to witchcraft, necromancy 
and Popery, and reſtored Divine Evangelical 
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truth. Queen Mary gave her ſubjects the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurance, by an open declaration in 
Council, that ſhe would permit them to pur- 
ſue any ſuch religion as their conſcience ſhould 
dictate; but when ſhe was firmly eſtabliſhed 
on her throne, ſhe zealonfly promoted the 
burning of her Proteſtant ſubjects. (a) Her 
conduct, on this occaſion, was conſonant to a 
decree of a Council held at Toledo (5), which 
agreeable to that of the Council of Lateran 
A. D. 1215; required all temporal Princes to 
purge their territories of heretical pravity, and 
if they neglected to do ſo, the Pope was to 
abſolve their ſubjects from their oaths of alle- 
giance, and their dominions were to be 1 8 
to Catholics. 


After what I have ſtated, I think the reader 
will be convinced of the bold and groundleſs 
allertions of Veritas, and how little credit is 
to be given to them when he ſays page 12, 
My object is to ſhew, that the ſanguinary 
crimes of a mad and ruthleſs mob, loſt as 
they were to every ſenſe of religion or civiliza- 
tion, cannot be juſtly imputed to the religious 
tenets of Catholics, on any ground, as Verax 
would imply. — Doctor Troy ſays, in his 


(la) Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation; Lib. 2, pag. 23. 
{b) Tom, 148, 149. We Ns 
Paſtoral 
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Paſtoral letter, publiſhed in 1798, © the religi- th. 
ous; principles of Roman Catholics being un- fre 


changeable, they are applicable to all times.“ 1 


This poſition is ſtrictly true, and we find 
; themequallydeſtructive againſt the Albigenſes R. 
| and Waldenſes in the 13th century, againſt 
the Proteſtants at Paris in the 16th, in the ex- abs 
pulſion of the Moors from Spain, in the Iriſh pr 
Rebellion in 1641, agaigſt the Proteſtants of of 
France 1n 1791, in the maſlacre on Vinegar 
1 Hill, in the barn: of Scullabogue(a), on the 
bridge of Wexford, and in the general ,car- de 
nage of Proteſtants which took place in that 
once peaceful and happy county, on which 
ſuch an indelible ſtain has been caſt, by the 
ſanguinary ſpirit of Popery, that every real 
friend to his country ſhould wiſh, that its very 
4 name were expunged from the map of Ireland. p. 
We may compare the Holy See at preſent, to a th 
Crocodile, or to one of the great Serpents of is 
Africa, who though his head is bruiſed, bat- th 
tered, and even amputated, yet, in his expir- ha 
ing efforts, he deals deſtruction with the vi- I vw] 
brations of his tail. Now I would aſk Veri- ca 
tas, from whom did that“ mad and ruthleſs re 
mob” imbibe the principles which produced on 
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1 (ga) Its proprietor found 1 8 bodies in it, which were 
| - burned alive, and $7 which were Mot outfide. 
| | ; thoſe 
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thoſe ſanguinary crimes? I ſhould ſuppoſe 
from the Devil, if I were not ſure that they 
came from the Popiſh prieſts. _ It has been 
proved by the affidavits of many different 
perſons, who were compelled to attend the 
Rebel camps, that it was an univerſal axiom 
among; the rebel ſoldiers, that a Roman Ca- 
tholic would enſure falvatien, by killing three 
Proteſtants ; and behold the dreadful effects 
of it! In the 13th century a ſimilar reward 
was held out to ſuch perſons as would kill a 
certain number of the Albigenſes and Wal- 
denſes. The ſpirit of Popery, is equally deſ- 


2 tructive, at all times, and in all places, 


Like the Pontic ſea, 
Whoſe icy current and compulſive courſe, 
Ne'er feels retiring ebb. SHAKESPEARE. 


Doctor Troy, in a paſtoral letter, publiſhed in 


the year 1793, tells us, that excluſive ſalvation 


is an eſtabliſhed doctrine of his Church, and 
that it is perfectly innoxious. Its baneful effects 
have appeared in every region of Europe, 
where Popery has exiſted; and every perſon 
capable of reflecting muſt perceive, that it is 
repugnant to the moral and phyſical perfecti- 
ons of the Deity, ſubverſive of his attributes of 
wiſdom, juſtice, and mercy, which are the 
main pillars of the divine adminiſtration of 

| | * 
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this world, and that it is likely to end in 
Atheiſm ; for any perſon that can be brought 
to debaſe, and diſparage the Almighty, ſo far 
as to ſay, that he is ſo unwiſe, ſo unjuſt, and 
ſo unmerciful, as to ordain, that a very ſmall 
portion of his creatures ſhall enjoy eternal 
happineſs, and that the remainder fhall be 
doomed to eternal puniſhment, becauſe they 
happen to differ with them in ſome trifling! 
tenets and ceremonies, will ſoon probably be- 
come Atheiſts. The dreadful carnage which 
has taken place in France, and Ireland, verifies 
an obſervation made by the wiſeſt man, that 
Atheiſm and groſs ſuperſtition never fail to 
produce the ſame effects. I think we may ap- 
ply to this abſurd and uncharitable doctrine, 
what Archbiſhop Tillotſon did to tranſub- 
ſtantiation, © that it is a mill-ſtone round the 
neck of Popery, which will one day drown it.“ 
While on this ſubject I think it right to inform 
the reader, that the doctrine of tranſubſtan-! 
tiation was not invented till the gth century, 
and that it was vehemently oppoſed by the! 
' moſt eminent divines of that period, particu- 
larly John Scorus Erigena, Rabanus Maurus, 
Archbiſhop of Mentz, and Bertram; and in 
the 11th century by Berengarius. The Pope's) 
ſupremacy was not eſtabliſhed, nor even 


"ou of, tilt the'Sth century, when Char. 
W lemagne 
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lemagne ſaluted his Holineſs as Vicegerent 


of God, Vicar of Chriſt, ſucceſſor of St. Pe- 


ter, and ſuperior to all earthly Potentates, in 
return for his having him elected Emperor of 
Rome. This is a curious article of hiſtory, 
which the reader may ſee, in the Univerſal 
Hiſtory, in Barrow on the Supremacy, in 
Gibbon's Decline of the Roman Empire, in 
Moſheim's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, or in Puf- 
fendorf's Abridgement of Hiſtory. | 


To make the public believe, that the perſe- 
cution of Proteſtants was by no means in 
the contemplation of the rebels, Veritas art- 
fully inſinuates, that there were but three per- 
ſons put ro death in Wexford, from the goth 
of May, to the 20th of June, and that of theſe, 
two were Roman Catholics. On the zoth of 
May, John Boyd, Thomas Sparrow, and one 
Hadden, a porter, were aſſaſſinated in the town. 
Henry Box, a ſhoe-maker, and a man of the 


name of Cook, on the 31ſt, contiguous to it. 


Now it is well known, that the two Roman 
Catholics were put to death, merely becauſe 
they had done their duty in giving evidence 
againſt ſome rebels; and particularly. againſt 
one Dixon, a prieſt, who had been a notorious 
traitor; and ſuch was their deteſtation of them, 


that in order to increaſe the ignominy of their 


E | deaths, 
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deaths, they had them executed by Proteſtants, 


whom they branded with the appellation of 


heretics. Veritas ſays, “ that none of thoſe 


murders, ſave thoſe of the two Catholics, came 
to the knowledge of the Clergy, until they 
were perpetrated.” This proves that they 
were conſenting to the immolation of theſe 


victims [a], for their holy church. For it is 


acknowledged, chat they had previous know- 
ledge of this aſſaſſination, and it is well 
known that they were tried with all the ſo- 
lemnity of deliberation. Now if Father 
Corrin could ſave ſeventeen victims on the 
20th of June, from the rebel blood-hounds, 
why did he not reſcue thoſe two men? The 
truth is, they were confidered as enemies to 
holy church, becauſe their evidence tend- 
ed to ſupport ſocial order under a Proteſtant 
or heretical ſtate. In contradiction to what 
Veritas aſſerts, that there were but three per- 
ſons put to death in Wexford from the zoth of 
May to the 2oth of June, Jackſon in his nar- 


rative ſays, page 31, © on the day that infor- 


mation was received of the rebels being de- 
feated at Roſs (which defeat took place on the 
5th day of June), to revenge the loſs, fifteen 
of the Wexford, and ten of the Enniſcorthy 
people, were ordered out of the gaol, that he 


5 [a] The favage Pikemen knelt down, prayed ſome time, 
and croſſed themſelves, before they butchered them. 
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a7 
was dragged into the yard, where be found his 
unhappy comrades on their knees,” Jackſon 
then ſays, that Father Corrin arrived, and 10 
far influenced the rebels, as to prevail on them 
to return into the gaol the fifteen Wexford 
men; but for thoſe from Enniſcorthy, he 


could obtain no remiſſion. Thus Jackſon, on 


whoſe veracity Veritas relies, acknowledges, 
that theſe ten priſoners were maſſacred, as ſoon 
as the defeat at Roſs was known at Wexford, 

which muſt have been a day or two at moſt 
after that event, as theſe towns are but nine- 
teen miles aſunder. Veritas quotes the narra- 
tive of Charles Jackſon, and admits the truth 


of his aſſertions; and he ſays, page 31, that 


during the two firſt days of his confinement, 
many priſoners were taken out of the gaol, 
a fewat a time; and being carried to the camp, 
were piked, Nn was impriſoned the 31ſt 
of May. 


Veritas ſays, © it is notorious to every man 
„in Wexford, while in poſſeſſion of the rebels 
* (and many loyal (a) men who remained there 
during that period) that the Catholic clergy- 
men never ceaſed by every argument they 
* could adduce, and by all the influence and 


A 
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(a) Every loyal man in the town was 8 Mi Was 
deſtined for deſtruction. 
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6 authority they could be ſuppoſed to poſlels 


with a ſanguinary and infuriated rabble, 
to deprecate the effuiion of human blood, 
* and this from the altars, in the public ſtreets, 
at the priſons, and wherever, or whenever, 
* they could percei ve any intention of com- 
* mitting the horrid crime of murder,” I 
have myſelf conyerſed with many perſons, 
both Roman Catholics and Proteſtants, who 
were in Wexford during that period, and they 


uniformly aſſured me, that the authority of 


the rebel Generals, viz. Haryey(a) and Keugh, 
had early and totally declined, that the Clergy 
were the only perſons there, poſleſled of any 
influence, and that the rebels revered them 
not as men, but as Gods: that in the ſtreets 
they bowed low to them, with their hats off, 


and continued ſo while they were in their fight; 
and that they never met Doctor Caulfield, 


without falling on their knees and receiving 
his benediction. On the trial of General 
Roach, lately held at Wexford, Mr. Good- 
* a yeoman, who had been led to execution 


(4) The — was depoſed, becauſe he would not give | 


aden fox burning the barn at Scullabogue, and the life of 


the latter was often threatened, as an Orangeman. The 
rebels were often heard to ſay in the ſtreets, that they could 


not have luck or grace while there were any heretics in their 
Army. 2 5-09 . | 
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on the bridge, ſwore that no perſon at Wexford 
could have prevented the effuſion of blood but 
the prieſts. After the moſt minute inveſtigation 
I neyer could diſcover a difference of opinion 
on this point. On the contrary, it has ap- 
peared, from many collateral facts, that they 
ſeldom exerted that authority which they un- 
queſtionably had to ſave the lives of the un- 
fortunate Proteſtants. On Trinity Sunday, 
the 3d of June, General Keugh informed the 
rebels, when on parade; that Doctor Caulfield 
had ordered a ſermon tv be preached, ſuited 
to the times and to. their ſituation, and that 
they might repair to the chapel to hear it de- 
Iivered. Having accordingly marched them 
thither, Father Roach, chaplain to the Doctor, 
preached a ſermon, part of which was ad- 
7 drelſled to the Proteſtants, who, from motives 
bol fear, had appeared there as Proſelytes to 
3 Popery, and part to the rebel pikemen. I give 
3 ſome paragraphs of it, as related by different 
* perſons who were preſent, He ſaid to the 
Proteſtants ; | 


* You-come here, more from motives of 
« fear than ſincere converſion, but I tell you, 
that unleſs you are ſincere, you will all be 
* murdered.” Then addrefling himſelf to 
the pikemen: * For above an hundred years 
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you have ſuffered much from the cruelty 
e and oppreſſion of the Proteſtants, yer l 
« would adviſe you to ſpare theſe poor people, 
and to deſtroy none but your enemies, 
though you have ſuffered and are till ſuf- 
« fering much from the Proteſtants. You are 
« fighting in the cauſe of God (a), of your 
e religion, and for your rights. You have 
„ done much towards ſucceeding, but there 


remains a great deal more to be done. You 


have put your hand to the plough, and you 
«* muſt not ſtop till you have obtained your 


object. He ſtrongly diſſuaded his flock 


from attempting to make proſelytes (5), be- 


cauſe, he ſaid, that the Proteſtants could not 
be ſincere. From what he ſaid before, we can 
eaſily perceive his motive for diſſuading his 
ſectaries from making converts. A diſcourſe, 
ſomewhat ſimilar, was delivered from the 


altar on the 1oth day of June; and on the 


ſame * a proclamation was read from the 


(a) The 8 as well as the Papi, maintain, 
that every perſon who is not of their religion is an enemy to 
God, and that when they are fighting againſt ſuch, they are 


fighting in the cauſe of God. Ockley's tory of the Sa- 


racens, Vol. 1. p. 198, 228. 


(ö) Many Roman Catholics perſuaded their Proteſtant 
friends and relations to become Papiſts, to ſave their lives, 
but the Prieſts would not be trifled with. | 


altar, 
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altar, offering 3 reward for the apprehenſion 
of George Ogle (a), James Boyd, Hawtrey 
White, and A. H. Jacob, Eſqrs. four magiſ- 
trates of diſtinguiſhed loyalty, In the ſermon 
preached on this day he told the pikemen that 
they would all be murdered, unleſs they ſuc- 
ceeded; and he deſired the prieſts to make no 
more proſelytes, as they could not be ſincere. 
On the 17th day of June, it was announced 
from the altar, that a particular day was to be 
obſerved as a faſt for the ſucceſs of the war. 
Colonel Le Hunte and many other reſpectable 
perſons were preſent when thoſe ſermons were 
preached ; and I will appeal to the candour of 
the public, whether they could have been de- 
livered without the knowledge and privity of 
Doctor Caulfield. The town of Wexford and 
all the rebel camps were conſtantly attended by 
great numbers of prieſts, who animated and 
exhorted the rebels by inflammatory and ſan- 

2 guinary harangues (5), and daily ſaid maſs 
for them. The truth is, they believed that 
the riſing was general all over Ireland, that 


(a) The firſt is member for the city of Dublin. The ſe- 
cond for the town of Wexford. | | 
(5) See Grandy's affidavit in Jackſon's Narrative, con- 
taining the harangues of Father Murphy, a Pariſh Prieſt, 
encouraging the extirpation of Heretics, in the edition 


printed by J. Jones. | 
Dublin 


"2 
Dublin was in the hands of the rebels, and 
that a complete ſubverſion of the Proteſtant 


State, and a ſeparation from England, which 
oy had meditated, muſt take place. 


1 Tackſon Aye in his TAS: kg page 
65, ©-that the Wexford clergy, not only from 


the altar, but in every place, and on all oc- 


* cafions, ſtrove to diſſuade the rebels from 
« maſſacring their Proteſtant fellow ſubjects.” 
But how could he know this, as he was a cloſe 

. priſoner in the gaol from the 31ſt of May till 
the 2 iſt of June, when the King's troops ar- 
rived? Beſides, great deduQions are to be 
made from what he ſays on this point, as he 
is married to a Papiſt. 


Many reſpectable perſons, and ſome of 
them papiſts, have declared without reſerve, 
that the Popiſh clergy could have prevented 

any one individual from ſuffering, even by 
a turn of their finger. This was the expreſſion 
. they made. uſe of. 


Veritas denies, « that the Roman Catholic 
” clergy, then in Wexford, poſſeſſed one atom 
of authority, except that ſpiritual autho- 
« rity they ordinarily poſleſs over the loyal, 
is peaceable, and amenable, of their commu- 


Ne mon, very few of whom then remained in 
A Wer- 
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« in repreſſing an ungovernable banditti; 


and yet he admits, that Father Corrin was 


able to reſtrain that ungovernable banditti, 


when they were butchering their Proteſtant 


priſoners on the bridge. So much for the 
reaſoning of Veritas. This argument, like a 
weapon in the hand of an awkward perſon, re- 


"coils, and wounds him who wields it. Now 


if he had influence enough to do ſo at ſeven 
o'clock in the evening, when their thirſt for 
blood was inſatiable, why did he nor exert it 
at two o'clock, when the bloody work began 


at the gaol, which is in the town, and where 


ſome victims were immolated before they 
proceeded to the bridge? but to palliate the 


lateneſs of his interference, Veritas aſſerts, 


that © Doctor Caulfield, Mr. Corrin, and every 


Catholic clergyman at Wexford, were ut- 
4 terly ignorant of any buſineſs of blood, 


« either .done or intended, on the tragic 7%, 


of the maſſacre on Wexford bridge, until 


« Mr. Corrin, while at dinner, received a 
« meſſage from Mr. Keller, deſiring he might 
« haſten to him, with all poſſible ſpeed.” Now 
] appeal to every perſon capable of reaſoning, 
whether the Catholic clergy could alone re- 
main ignorant of the barbarous deſign of the 
rebels, when it was announced an hour before 
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the mallicre began, by a black flag, with a 

white croſs on it, which was carried through 
the town in proceſſion, and which petrified with 
horror every perſon of humanity. This 
dreadful ſcene of carnage continued for five 
hours. The victims were carried from the 
gaol to the bridge, through the main ſtreet, 
in numbers from ten to twenty, ſurrounded 
by the ruthleſs pikemen, and each proceſſion 
was preceded by that doleful harbinger of 
death, the black flag. In this manner they 
butchered ninety-five Proteſtants, and ſome 
of them gentlemen of diſtinguiſhed worth. 
Could this tragic ſcene have continued ſo ma- 
ny hours without the knowl:dge of any one 
individual in ſo ſmall a town as Wexford ? 
The idea is abſurd ; but the truth is, no per- 
ſons are ſo blind or ſo deaf, as thoſe who are 
unwilling to ſee or to hear. It is a fact uni- 
verſally known, that a perſon of humanity 
went to Doctor Caulfield, and beſought him 

to interfere, when the rebels were about to 
take out the priſoners to execution, and that 
he poſitively refuſed to do ſo, but promiſed 
that he would ſend his Chaplain Father Roach 
for that purpoſe ; however he never interfered. 
The Friars were warned of it, by an inhabi- 
tant of Wexford, who implored them to com- 


mand the rebels to deſiſt; but they anſwered. 
that 
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that they would recommend, but not com- 


mand them to do fo; yet they never interfered. 


Though Doctor Caulfield would not exert him- 
ſelf to prevent the effuſion of blood on the 
bridge, he repaired to Lord Kingſborough's 
lodgings, and diſplayed that authority he was 
known to polleſs, in ſaving his life; and it is 
univerſally believed, that his motive for doing 
ſo was this: ſhould a reverſe of fortune take 
place, he was a valuable hoſtage, and the Po- 
piſh Clergy might have derived the moſt im- 
portant advantages from having ſaved the life 
of a perſon of his rank and influence. In 
the evening, after the maſſacre was over, a 
number of pikemen returning from the bridge, 
fell on their knees and received his benediction. 
This is a fact univerſally known. The interfe- 
rence of Father Corrin happened thus. He 
chriſtened a child the morning of the maſſacre 


for Mrs. Keller, who is of the Popiſh perſuaſion, 


and he promiſed to fave her huſband's life; 
and when Mr. Kellet was led out to execution, 
he ſent a meſſage to Mr. Corrin to apprize 
him of the imminent danger he was in; on 
which he repaired to the bridge, and reſcued 
him. This evinces the plenitude of his power, 
which if exerted at an earlier period, might 


have ſaved many valuable lives. Different. 


| perſons at that time in Wexford, and ſome 
EE 


who 
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who lived near the bridge, have unanimouſly 
declared, that a perſon approached it in great 


haſte, and cried out © to arms, as a reinforce- 40 
ment was neceſſary at Vinegar-hill, towards 00 
which the King's troops were advancing : that cc 


immediately the rebels diſperſed, crying aloud, 
(to camp, to camp, to Vinegar-hill, come 


on, boys; thank God we have ſent theſe ſouls = 
to Hell!” that Father Corrin did not arrive at * 
the bridge till after this event took place (a). * 
A perſon of the utmoſt veracity, who was led A 


out to execution, and narrowly eſcaped, has 
poſitively aſſerted, that he believes Father 
Corrin would not have interfered at all, but ba 
that he imagined there was a complete reverſe ; 

n 


of fortune, in conſequence of the alarm occa- 
fioned by the arrival of the meſſenger from Vi- 


negar-hill. A very amiable lady, who reſided l 
during the rebellion, near the bridge, wrote l 
an exact diary of every thing that paſſed, and 0 
ſhe ſays in it, that ſoon after the maſſacre ? 
* ceaſed, Mr. ——, one of the Committee for 


| « proviſions came to us. He was like ourſelves, 
© nalf dead with horror, and declared, that he 
* entreated the Prieſts to come down with their 


(a) We will allow Father Corrin the merit of having pre- h 
vented Mr, Kellet from being remanded to priſon, and no 
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MN crucifixes, and prevent the maſſacres, but | 
they all refuſed. We told him, that Father 
« Broe ſaid he had ſaved nineteen perſons. 
« This Mr. —— denied, and faid it was 
« the expreſs that ſaved them.“ IN 


» 


. ** 


* 


Fin on whoſe veracity Veritas relies ſo 
much, ſays, page 34, that while they were 
torturing Gurley on the bridge, General Roach 
rode up in great haſte, and bid them beat to 
arms, ſaying that Vinegar-hill camp was beſet, 
and that reinforcements were wanting, that 
this operated like lightening on the rebels, 
who inſtantly quitted the bridge, and left 
Jackſon and the other victims on their knees. 
That the mob (conſiſting of more women than 
men), which had been ſpeCtators, alſo inſtant- 
ly diſperſed in every direction, ſuppoſing the 
King's troops were at hand: that the priſoners, 
Pupified with horror, remained ſome time on 
their knees (a), without making any effort to 
eſcape: that the rebel guard ſoon returned, 
took them back to On (5), telling them that | 2 


'4 th ey 


(a) This clearly proves that ſome of the ere might 
not have known the real cauſe of the diſperſion che re- 
bels and of their own preſervation. 

(5) It is certain that Father Corrin prevented Mr. Kellet 
from being reconducted to priſon ; but why did he not ex- 
tend his humanity in the ſame manner to the other priſoners ? 
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they ſhould not eſcape any longer than next 


day, when neither man, woman, nor child, 


a the Protefiants ſhould be left alive. (a) 


Veritas ſays, © that the charge againſt the 


unfortunate ſufferers was not their being 
Proteſtants, but the motive profeſſed by their 
murderers, whether true or falſe, was, that 
they were Orangemen, ard elſewhere, that 
it was againſt a political, and not a religious 
ſect of Proteſtants.” This artful attempt to 
hide the grim, the hideous, the Gorgon viſage 
of Popery, with a political maſk, while fana- 
tical fury againſt Proteſtants in general, fer- 
mented in her boſom, and ſhe held a dagger 
in her hand ready to ſhed their blood, is per- 


fectly conſonant to that diſſimulation which 


is peculiar to the Popifh ſuperſtition. 


It is certain, that there exiſted ſome bitter 
feuds between the Preſbyterians and the De- 
| fenders, in the county of Armagh, for ſome 
years before the rebellion broke out, and that 


many lives were loſt on both fides, when their 


This ſhewed | manifeſt partiality in favour of Mr. Kellet 
who had a Popiſh wife. If Father Corrin could ſave the 
lives of the other priſoners, he might have prevented them 
from being remanded to priſon. 


(a) The Rebels in this inſtance took off the maſk. 
| paſſions 
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paſſions were inflamed. The Defenders (a) 
were regularly organized in clubs and ſocie- 
ties, ſo early as the year 1789, in that county; 
and they committed many deſperate outrages 
in the year 1791, witneſs the Barclay family, 
who were maſſacred with ſavage barbarity, at 
Forkill, on the zoth of January, of that year. 
Some other Proteſtant families were maſſacred 
there about the ſame time, and Mr. Hudſon, 
the clergyman of the pariſh was fired at twice. 


The Defenders were a Popiſh banditti, whoſe 
profeſſed object was to deprive the Proteſtants 
of their arms. In conſequence of many out- 
rages and barbarities diſgraceful to human na- 
ture, the High Sheriff and Grand jury, of 
the county of Armagh, entered into the fol- 
lowing Reſolutions at the Summer Aſſizes of 


1791: 


« Having taken the ſtate of the county of 
Armagh into conſideration, and being deter- 
mined to preſerve the peace, we do unani- 
mouſly agree, that a rage among the Roman 
Catholics, for illegally arming themſelves, has 
of late taken place, and 1s truly alarming. In 
order then, to put a ſtop to ſuch proceedings, 


(a) They did x not adume the title of Pefenders till ſome 


time after. | b 
aud 
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and to reſtore tranquillity, we do pledge our- 
ſelves to each other, as magiſtrates, and indi- 


viduals, and do hereby offer a reward of five 
guineas, for the conviction of each of the firſt 
twenty perſons, illegally aſſembled, and armed 


as aforeſaid. 5 


This banditti ſoon end en over 
mat of the counties of Leinſter and Ulſter, 
and exerciſed nocturnal aſſaſſination and plun- 
der, till the end of the year 1795, or the be- 
ginning of I 796, when they coaleſced with, 


umd became auxiliaries to the United Iriſhmen. 


In the year 1792, they plundered, or attack- 


ed, 182 houſes in the county of Louth. At 


the Spring Aſſizes for that county, held at 
Dundalk, twenty-one Defenders were ſentenc- 


ed to die, twenty-five to be tranſported, twelve 


to be impriſoned a certain time, for having 
conſpired to murder different perſons, thir- 


teen indicted for murder put off their trials, 
and bench warrants were iſſued againſt eighty 


defenders who abſconded. 


In the month of January, 1793, a large 
body of them attacked a detachment of the 
41ſt regiment; when on their march, at Peterſ- 
ville, in the county of Meath. In the ſame 


month, a company of that regiment, while on 


their 


diſpoſition. At laſt, the Proteſtants of the 


41 
their march, was wantonly aſſaulted by a large 
party of Defenders; well armed, in the county 
of Leitrim, between Manor-Hamilton 'and 
Cartick-on-Shannon. In the month of Fe- 
bruary of the ſame year, a detachment of the 
8th regiment was attacked by them at Ath- 
boy (a), in the county of Meath. 


In ſhort, in the years 1793, 1794, 1795, and 
1796, the counties of Donegal, Sligo, Mayo, 
Leitrim, Roſcommon, Cavan, Fermanagh, 
Armagh, Meath and Dublin, were agitated to 
an alarming degree. The ſpeech of Lord 
Weſtmorland to both Houſes of Parliament uon 
the 16th of Auguſt, 1993, bears unequivotal 
teſtimony of their rebellious and turbulent 


county of Armagh perceiving, that unleſs 
they united for their preſervation, they could 
not withſtand this Popiſh banditti, who were 
impelled by fanaticiſm, and organized into 
clubs, inſtituted Orange Societies for their de- 
fence, in the year 1994. As the paſſions of 


"both parties were very much inflamed, many 
lives were loſt in the conflicts which enſued 


between thein. It is to be lamented, that the 
Orangemen in that county, who obtained a 


3 F 
(4 The King's troops thus aſſaulted on their march were 


not Orangemen, - Cam. att 
'G decided 
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decided ſuperiority over their antagoniſts 
puſhed their revenge to an extreme; for they 
drove great numbers of the Defenders into 
the province of Connaught, in the year 1796. 


From the report of the reſpectable inhabitants 


of the county of Mayo, it appears, that all 
the Defenders who migrated thither, were vi- 
rulent republicans, and drenched with ſuper- 
ſtitious credulity, being all of the ſcapular or- 
der; and I have been well informed, that they 
took the lead among the rebels who joined the 


French. In the year 1795, the city of Dublin, 


and the- country contiguous to it, were very 
much infeſted by the Defenders. In the Sum- 
mer (a) of that year, they raiſed a mutiny in 
the | garriſon of the metropolis, which put it 
in imminent danger; and might have been fatal 
to it, but for the ſeaſonable reinforcement 
which arrived there from the camp of Lehaun- 
ſtown. Their intemperate zeal overcame 
their prudence ſo far, that the guard marching 
from the barrack to the Caſtle vas attacked 


made to wrench the colours from the officer 
that accompanied it. A dragoon, detached 
from the Caſtle to the Lord Lieutenant, then 
refident at the Park, with intelligence of this 


„(a) All this time Doctor Huſſey was very buſy at Le- 
hauaſtown cp in preaching to the voldiers, 


creme, 


by them on Eſſex-bridge, and an attempt was 
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event, was ſeized by the rebels, cruelly beaten 
by them, and narrowly eſcaped aſſaſſination. 
Many thouſands of theſe rebels, to prove their 
ſtrength by their numbers, marched through 
the city of Dublin, attending.a ſham funeral, 
on the 3oth of April, 1797. In that year, 
their ſeditious meetings were ſo frequent, 
they committed ſuch outrages, and their nun- 
bers encreaſed to ſuch a degree, that in the 
month of January, 1798, and not before, the 
Proteſtants of Dublin thought it prudent to 
unite for their preſervation, and to prevent 
the Conſtitution from being ſubverted. They 
openly declared, that the only object of the 
Orange Clubs was to maintain ſocial order, 
and to protect the lives and property of all his 
Majeſty's loyal ſubjects, from the ſpirit of anar- 
chy and outrage, which had for ſome time 
threatened them. A few Orange Clubs were 
inſtituted in the years 1796 and 1797, in ſome 
towns of Leinſter and Ulſter from the ſame 
prudential motives; and they openly declared, 
that the object of their Union was ſimilar to 
thoſe formed in the metropolis. Not only 
their declarations, but their conduct, unqueſ- 
tionably evinced, that their views were merely 
defenſive; for except in the county of Armagh, 
they never, as Orangemen, attacked or injure: 


as of his Majeſty's ; ſubjects; and yet the . 


G 2 piſh. 


= 
piſh members of the Iriſh Union, and particu- 
larly the Priefts, knowing that they, by their 
united ſtrength, would form a firm barrier 
againſt the progreſs of rebellion, denounced 
them as enemies to the Catholics, and declared 
that their extirpation was the only object of 
their inſtitution; ; and this in many parts of 
Leinſter and Munſter, where Orangemen were 
never known to exiſt, The virulent oppoſiti- 
on given to the eſtabliſhment of the Yeoman- 
ry in Dublin, in the year 1796, by Meſſrs. 
K. and B. and many other members of the 
Revolutionary Catholic Committee, of 1792, 
flowed from the ſame motive, and proved, that 
they were equally hoſtile te eyery inſtitution 
which could have any tendency to prevent the 
ſubverſion of the Conſtitution. At all events, 
this falſe and malicious report of the deſigns 
of the Orangemen, produced the deſired effect, 
an indiſcriminate ſlaughter of Proteſtants, 


where the military or JEAMAnry could not pro | 


tect them. t 


The ferocious rebels often confeſſed, when 
interrogated, that they never had ſeen, and 
could not deſcribe an Orangeman ; and thus 
their diſguiſe was eaſily ſeen through, by thoſe 
whoſe minds were not clouded with prej judices, 
er i inflamed by favaticiſm. In the county of 

Wer- 


— 


* 


45 


Wexford the poor Proteſtant peaſants and me- 
chanics were dragged from the humble abodes 
of peaceful induſtry by their Popiſh neigh- 
bours, with whom they had always lived on 
terms of cordial friendſhip, and were cruelly 
maſlacred as Orangemen. In ſhort, the word 
Orangeman” was but the warhoop for the 
butchery of Proteſtants; for the names of 
both were ſo artfully confounded, that they are 
ſynonimous in the opinion of the common herd 
of Papiſts. Were the Albigenſes and Wal- 
denſes, the Proteſtants maſſacred at Paris on St. 
Bartholomew, in Piedmont, or the Cevennes, or 
> at Montauban in the year 1791, were the 
> Moors expelled from Spain, or the Proteſtants 
maſſacred in Ireland, in the year 1641, Orange- 
men? No; but the ſpirit of Popery, as rave- 
nous as the grave, and as relentleſs as death, 
dictated their deſtruction. Aſk thoſe pious 
fathers, Doctor Coppinger, Biſhop of Cloyne, 
and Dr. Bellew, Biſhop of Killala, why theſe 
infamous and groundleſs reports about Orange- 
men were propagated in their dioceſes, and 
whether there ever exiſted a perſon of that 
deſcription in them ? 


When the poor ſufferers were taken priſo- 
ners, they were aſked whether they could 
croſs themſelves, and ay certain Popiſh pray- 


cr ” | 
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ers. If they could, they were diſcharged, if 
not, they were maſſacred or impriſoned (a). 


Veritas ſays, © let me aſk who were the 
prime movers, and moſt prominent agitators 
in this rebellion, from the origin to its preſent 
ſtate, Were they in majority, or in any con- 
ſiderable degree, Catholics of known adherence 
to the principles of their religion? (5) No, thoſe 
of them who profeſſed indeed a ſemblance of 
Catholicity, were for the greater part of Paine's 
ſchool, Catholics in profeſſion, but Deiſts in 
religion, the leaders for the moſt part Proteſ- 


rants. 


Veridicus admits, that the firſt leaders and 
projectors of the Rebellion conſiſted of a mot- 
ley liſt of Proteſtants, Preſbyterians and Pa- 2 


piſts; but it is notorious that the latter artfully cl 
concealed their ſecret deſign of extirpating the 0 
former, till the rebellion broke out; and after 4 
the 23d of May, we cannot find a ſingle inſtance fa 
of a Proteſtant in the rebel ranks, except two fu 
or three leaders at Wexford, who were depoſ- ſti 
ed or loſt all authority; and for a very obvi- 3 
A 14 ' E 


(a) See Jackſon's account of this ceremony, page 25. 

(% From what I have already quoted from Romiſh Coun- 
cils and Papal Bulls, it is obvious that every perſon concern- no 
ed in the late Rebellion againſt the Proteſtant. State, acted 
agreeably to the principles of his Religion, | 

OUs 


| 
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ous reaſon ; becauſe they found too late, that 
that monſter Popiſh fanaticiſm lurked behind 
the curtain, and meditated the deſtruction of 
all Proteſtants without diſtinction. It is well 
known, that Generals Keugh and Harvey 
would have fallen a prey to it, at Wexford, if 
the Republic had laſted a few days longer. In 
their laſt moment they acknowledged, that 
they diſcovered when they could not withdraw, 
that it was a religious war, and that the Popiſh 
Prieſts were the chief inſtigators of it. The 
fanatic pikemen were conſtantly heard to de- 
clare in Wexford, that they would kill all he- 
retics, and have but one religion, 


Veritas ſays, © happily for the Catholic 
church, there are other, and moſt reſpectable 
authorities to vindicate its loyalty, and the 
chriſtianity of its principles. Where were the 


Catholic noblemen and gentlemen of Ireland 


during the late rebellion ? They were in the 
ſame ranks with their loyal Proteſtant fellow- 
ſubjects, rallying around their King, the Con- 
ſtitution, and the laws of their country; and 
gallantly defending them againſt the efforts of 
Rebellion.” 


Veridicus admits, that many of the Popiſh 


noblemen and gentlemen were loyal during 
5 the 
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the rebellion : and why ? becauſe though they 
conformed to a few idle ceremonies, and be- 
lieved in a few ſpeculative doctrines of their 
church, they were in their moral conduct, 
Chriſtians, and not Papiſts ; but even ſome 
gentlemen, many of the middle rank, and al- 
moſt the whole of the common herd of Papiſts, 
in conformity to the genuine principles of their 
religion, indulged that ſanguinary ſpirit againſt 
Proteſtants, which has been frequently enjoined 
by many Councils of the Romiſh church, and 
by innumerable Papal Bulls. The gentleman 


of that profeſſion fips but the ſurface of the 
medicated Roman Chalice, the beſotted vulgar A 


Papiſt has drank the very dregs of its intoxi- * 
cating poiſon. 


« Ille jmpiger hauſit ſpumantem pateram. +4 


Chriſtianity and popery differ widely from 
each other. Our Saviour ſays, if you love me, | 
love one another; and by the 6th command- 
ment, it is laid down, © Thou ſhalt do no 
murder.“ By the divine law it is ordained, 
that, Whoſo ſhedeth man's blood, by 
man ſhall his blood be ſhed, for in the image 
of God made he man.” (a) But the Pope, like 
Mahomet, offers a crown of eternal glory to 


(a) Geneſis, chap. 95 v. 6. 
thoſe 
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thoſe who ſhall aſſaſſinate ſuch of their fel- 
low-creatures, as do not profeſs their creed. 
Our Saviour ſays, a portion of all ſhall be 
ſaved.” The Pope, all thoſe who are not 
within the pale of my church ſhall be doomed 
to eternal damnation. (a) The holy ſcripture 
ſays, © A Biſhop ſhall be the huſband of one 
wife, and of good behaviour; () and in the 
ſame chapter, St, Paul tells the inferior Clergy, 
that their wives muſt be grave, not ſlanderers, 
ſober, faithful in all things. (c) The Popiſh 


Prieſts would do well to obſerve this doctrine, 


inſtead of following the advice of the Pope, 
who forbids them to marry, but tells them that 
they may get abſolution for committing ſin. 
The Roman Clergy all over the continent, 
kept concubines, when they were at firſt pro- 


hibited from marrying. (d 


When celibacy was eſtabliſhed in England; 
in the I2th century, the Clergy gave univer- 
fally into concubinage; and the Biſhops con- 
fined them ro one woman, to prevent it 
from degenerating into licentiouſneſs. (e) 


(a) This doctrine is s ſtrongly inculcated in the Alcoran of 
Mahomet. 

(5) St. Paul to Timothy, 3d chap. v. 2. (e) V. 8. and 11. 

(d) Giannone, lib. 5. page 275. . 


(s) Hume, vol. 2. page 64. 
H 
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Our Saviour ſays, © all thoſe that take the 
ſword, ſhall periſh by the ſword.” (a) 


This propheſy points ſtrongly at the many 
ſacerdotal heroes who fell in the rebellion, by 
the ſword and the gibbet. The Pope's Nuncio, 
in the year 1771, bleſſed the inſtruments with 
which ſome aſſaſſins were to murder the King 
of Poland. () 


In various part of holy writ it is ordered, 
that all chriſtians ſhall read the Bible. (e) The 
Pope, in the 4th rule of his Index expurgatori- 

us, formed under the Council of Trent, ſays, 
4 that no perſon ſhall receive abſolution, un- 
leſs he firſt gives up his Bible,” the uſe of 
'which he poſitively prohibits. 


This reminds me of an obſervation of Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon, © that thoſe who are working 
in darkneſs are afraid of the light, and thoſe 
who know that the holy ſcripture is againſt 
them, will prevent it from being read.” When 
the multitude, ſtruck with the miracles of our 
en, offered to make him r King, he 


00 St. Matthew, chap. 26. v. 52. | 

(5) See Wraxall's account of it in Cox's Travels, Lib. 1. 
chap. 3. 

(e) St. Paul to Timothy, chap. 3. v. 15, 16, 17. St. 


John, chap. 5. v. 39. Act, chap. 17. v. 11. 
: OY 
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anſwered, that his kingdom was not of this 
world. | 


The Pope ſays, in his Bull of Excommuni- 
cation againſt Henry IV. of France: The au- 
thority given to St. Peter, and his ſucceſſors, 
by the immenſe power of the eternal King, 
excels all the power of earthly Kings: it paſles 
uncontroulable ſentence on them.“ [a] | 


Tho' Veritas aſſerts, that the rebellion was 
confined to a furious and ungovernable rabble, 
it appears that many gentlemen proud of = 


> anceſtry, and others, without number, poſ- 


ſeſſed of conſiderable wealth, and raiſed far 
above the vulgar by their education, though 
of a meaner rank, were deeply involved in it. 
John Colclough of Ballyteigue, John and Ed- 
ward Hay, Edward Fitz-Gerald, Garret and 
William Byrne of Ballymanus, Eſmond Ky- 
an, nephew to Sir Thomas Eſmond, were all 
gentlemen, Of the great number of wealthy 
ſhop-keepers, tradeſmen, and farmers, in and 
about Wexford, I ſhall only mention the fol- 
lowing. Roach, a farmer, was a General in 
the rebel army. Fraine, an opulent tanner, 
Prendergaſt, a rich malſter, the bloody Tho- 


La] This Bull occaſioned the aſſaſſination of that 9 
Monarch. 
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mas Dixon, ſhip-owner, Pender and Murphy, 
ſhop-keepers, all of Wexford. 4 


All the opulent farmers and ſhop- keepers in 
and about Enniſcorthy, with but few excepti- 
ons, and ſome gentlemen, were active rebels. 


Among theſe we find, William Devereux of 


Taghmon, William Barker, a brewer, and 
a merchant, Mr. Pat. Sutton, and his two 
ſons, Luke Byrne, a rich malſter, and his two 

ſons, This wretch, though far advanced in 
years, uſed to boaſt of the number of Proteſ- 
tants he had murdered with his own hand. 
In the county of Kildare, Doctor Eſmond, 
Meſſrs. Aylmer and Fitz-Gerald, proud of 
their deſcent, were notorious rebels. In the 
county of Mayo, we find the names of Blake, 
French, O'Doude, M' Donnell, and Bellew, 
vain of their lineage, leaders in the rebellion. 


[a] In that county Orangemen were univer- 


ſally denounced ; and yet none ſuch ever ex- 
iſted there. At the fair of Ball, near Holly- 
mount, held in the month of Auguſt, 1798, a 
report was propagated, that the Orangemen 
would maſſacre all the Roman Catholics, which 
occaſioned ſo great an alarm, that none of the 


# 


Lz] See the long liſt of Gentlemen, Merchants, Far- 
mers, and Prieſts of the county of Mayo Rn as 
Rebels in the Dublin Journal. : 
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farmers or peaſants would venture to ſleep in 
their houſes, for many miles round; but aſ- 
ſembled in. large bodies in the fields, where 
they were ſworn to exterminate Proteſtants, and 
join the French. The rebels at Killala reſolved 
to maſſacre the Proteſtant priſoners there; 
and leſt they ſhould be flack in the execution 
of their pious deſign, Father M'Donnell, a 
Popiſh prieſt, entered that town, the day be- 
fore the King's troops arrived there, and an- 
nounced that the Orangemen were murdering 
the Roman Catholics. Wilſon's hoſpital, a 
charitable inſtitution, was deſtroyed by the 
Popiſh rabble in the county of Weſtmeath, 
ſoon after the French landed. When they firſt 
aſſembled, they were aſked by the magiſtrates, 
what their view in doing ſo was? They an- 
ſwered, that they took up arms to defend 
themſelves againſt Orangemen, who meditat- 
ed their deſtruction, But on being aſked by 
the magiſtrates, (a] who the Orangemen were, 
they anſwered that they did not know, and 
that they had never ſeen any ſuch perſons. [57 

| It ap- 


(a) This happened to Lord Sunderlin. 
[5] Next day, viz. Sept. 4, they aſſembled to the num- 


ber of 5000, and deſtroyed the hoſpital, becauſe it was a 
Proteſtant charitable inſtitution, and immediately after a 


Prieſt ſaid Maſs for them. They then collected in a houſe, , 


a great 
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It appears that ſome vagabonds had rode about 
the country, declaring aloud, that the Orange- 
men were maſſacring the Catholics. 


There cannot be a ſtronger proof than this, 
that it was a Catholic cauſe, after the 23d of 
May. The Preſbyterians in the North were ſo 
ſenfible of it, that they withdrew ſoon after 
the Rebellion broke out; and Dickey the rebel 


captain declared, at the place of execution, 


that they diſcovered too late, that it was a Po- 


piſh conſpiracy, and that if they had ſucceeded 


in overturning the Conſtitution, they would 
haye had the Papiſts to contend with. All 
the French officers, without reſerve, and 
unanimouſly, declared, that the firſt object of 


the rebels in Connaught was, the maſlacre of 
Proteſtants, and that they had great dient 


in preventing it. 


Veritas ſays, the Proteſtants repeatedly 
called on the Catholic Clergy for written pro- 
tections, but the Clergy declared one and all, 
that they could not, and dared not, grant any 
{auch protection, nor would they be of the 
ſmalleſt benefit; but that all they could do, 


a great number of Proteſtant men, women and children, 


and would have ſet fire to it, but that the King's troops 
arrived there, 


they 


. of ac a oct £Z. © 
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they would, which was to ſign petitions, pray- 
ing and beſeeching of the rebels, in the name 
of Chriſt, for the paſſion of Chriſt, and in 
every claim or behoof, human and divine, that 
their Proteſtant neighbours might be protect- 
ed . in their perſons, families and 
. a 


Such a bold and groundleſs aſſertion, which 
can with truth, be contradicted by every 
inhabitant of the town, and county of Wex- 
ford, indicates an extraordinary degree of 
hardened audacity. That many Prieſts refuſ- 
ed to give protections to Proteſtants, is moſt 


> certain, but it is well known that thoſe who 


could obtain them, never received the ſlighteſt 
injury; and this was invariably the cafe, whe- 
ther they were in the ſhape of petitions or 
protections, In ſome inſtances, Prieſts grant- 
ed them to Proteſtants, for whom they had a 
particular predilection; but the ſureſt way of 
obtaining them, was, to be baptized by one 
of the Romiſh Clergy; and of this innumera- 
ble inſtances occurred. Some of the Popiſh 
inhabitants of Wexford, who vere connect- 
ed with Proteſtants, earneſtly recommended 
to them, to become Proſelytes, by undergoing 
this ceremony, well knowing that the total 
extirpation of the members of their religion 
Was 


— 
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was intended; and in conſequence of it, great 
numbers of Proteſtants flocked ro the Chapel 
for that purpoſe; though Father Roach forbid 
the Prieſts, from the altar, from purſuing that 
practice, becauſe, as he ſaid, they could not 
be ſincere; but let the public judge, from 


\ 


- what ſecret motive he was deſirous of with- 


drawing thoſe means of protection from the 
unfortunate ſufferers. 


A lady, whoſe huſband was a cloſe priſoner ' 
in Wexford, received the following protection 
from Father Corrin : 


% humbly requeſt, for the ſake of Chriſt, | 
* that you will prote Mrs. and fa- 
e mily. 


« TOHN CORRIN, Pariſh Prieſt 
of Wexford.” 


Whenever this lady walked abroad ſhe was 
ſtopped, and obliged to produce it to the pike- 
men, who on ſeeing 1t permitted her to paſs 
unmoleſted. | 


The r is a copy of one given by 
Father Broe, a Friar, to a perſon whom he 


had e : be: 


4 L hereby certify, that A. B. of C. in 
« the 


; 
« the Pariſh of D. has done his duty, and 
* proved himſelf a Catholic. Dated, Wex- 


„ ford, June 21, 1798. 
« F. JOHN BROE.” 


Such numbers of Proteſtants went to the 
Chapel to be baptized, and to. receive protec- 
tions, that they ar laſt obtained a certain form, 
which they copied and carried with them, to 
ſave the Prieſts the trouble of writing them. 
The following was given by a pariſh Prieſt, 
near Taghmon, who was conſtantly employed 
in chriſtening heretics : 


« Mr. A. B. has complied with every con- 
« dition required of him, and therefore is to 


be ſtopped by no man. 


June 4, 1798. | 
 » Rev. BR. MURPHY. „* 


This protection frequently preſerved the 
life of the bearer of it. | | 


"4 i 


Veritas, Page-7, quotes Jackſon's narrative, 
who, he ſays, aſſerts, that Mr. Corrin in- 
fluenced the rebels ſo far, as to prevail on them 
to return to the gaol the fifteen Wexford men, 
but for thoſe from Enniſcorthy, he could ob- 
tain no remiſſion, Now it will appear, by the 
following protection, granted by Dr. Caulfield, 

4 02 x: | 
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to an individual of that town, that he could 


Protect its inhabitants, however odious they 
were to the rebels, as | eaſily as thoſe of Wex- 


ford : 


as From the excellent character of A. B. 1 
« beg leave in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, to 


recommend him to be protected. , 
Wexford, June 15, 1798. 
| JAMES CAULFIELD.” 


The bearer of the above protection was not 
moleſted from the moment he received it, 
though he was an inhabitant of Enniſcorthy. 


George Piper, who lived at Clone, was tak 


en priſoner by the rebels; and his wife having 


implored them to ſpare his life, they ſaid, they 
could not grant her requeſt, unleſs he produc- 
ed the protection of a Prieſt. She then repair- 
ed to Father Redmond, of Ferns, and be- 
ſought him to grant her one; but he declared 
he would not give a protection to one of her 
ſort [meaning a Proteſtant|, as they would 
turn againſt his party afterwards, on which 
the rebels put Piper to death. | 


The following certificate was given by Fa- 
ther James Murphy, a Pariſh Prieſt, who was 
ſtationed at Vinegar-hill, and was conſtantly 
| "er cm- 
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employed in baptizing heretics. I give an e- 
act copy of it. 


« do a certify, that the bearer John 
B-——— have preſented himſelf for baptiſm, 
but I think better to pe it to another time, 
till he's more Sufficiently inſtructed, and till he 
proves himſelf,” by perſevering in the ſame 
diſpoſitions. Given under my hand this 14th 
day of June, 1798. 

JAMES MURPHY.” (a) 


Within a ſhort time, Father Broe, the Friar, 
inſiſted on, and received, one ſhilling as his 
fee, for having chriſtened a Proteſtaut during 
the rebellion at Wexford. Let Mr. Stephen 
Ram be aſked, whether à Proteſtant tenant 
of his did not ſolicit Father Cavenagh, of Go- 
rey, when the rebels were in poſſeſſion of that 

town, for a protection, and whether he did 
not reply, what, give a paſs to you, Who have 
been ſerving the Devil all your life! 


Richard Grandy obtained a paſs from | F a- 
ther Edward Murphy, Pariſh Prieſt of Ban- 
now, ſee his affidavit in the narrative of 


(a) There were ſix Prieſts of this name in tha county of 1 
Wexford, more or leſs concerned in the Rebellion. Ead- 
mus, Edward, James, Bryan, John and Michael; 


I 2 Charles 9 
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Charles Jackſon, and Murphy's 3 in 
the camp of Carrickbyrne, encouraging the 
rebels to extirpate heretics. It appears alſo, 
that the rebel magiſtrates preſiding at Tagh- 
mon, viz. John Bryan, James Harper, Joſeph 
Cullamore, and Matthew Commons, gave it as 
their opinion, that Richard Grandy would be 
perfectly ſafe in paſſing through the country 
with the paſs obtained from Father Edward 
Murphy (a). We may judge of Catholic loy- 
alty, from the monſtrous deſertions, and the 
treachery of the Popiſh Yeomen, There were 
twenty-four Papiſts in Colonel Le Hunte's 
corps, and twenty of them joined the rebels. 
Ot cheſe Edward Fitz-Gerald was worth Zool. 
a year, and Roach, his permanent Serjeant, 
was an opulent farmer. In the Coalgreny 
corps, ſixteen papiſts proved diſſoyal: forty-ſix 
in the Caſtletown. Moſt of Doctor Jacob's 
numerous corps joined the rebels. One-third 
of the Clane corps, in the county of Kildare, 
with Doctor Eſmond, their Lieutenant, were 
traitors. Some of the Popiſh members of the 
Sepulchre's corps formed a conſpiracy to mur- 
der the Proteſtant members of it. It was diſ- 
covered, that the majority of the ran Yeo- 


0 Sce Grandy' S Affidavit in Jackſon' $ Narrative | 
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men in Dublin, had taken the United Iriſh- 
man's oath, and were determined, in violation 
of their oath of allegiance, to join in ſubvert- 
ing-the Proteſtant State. In moſt of the corps 
of the province of Leinſter, the majority of 
the Popiſh Yeomen were diſloyal ; and almoſt 
the whole of the Popiſh Yeomen in the Car- 
rick on- Suir corps, in the county of Tipperary, 
proved traitors, Lieutenant Clinch, of the 
Rathcoole infantry, was hanged, for having 
conſpired with the Popiſh Yeomen of it, to 
murder their Proteſtant fellow-ſoldiers. He 
owned it was a Popiſh plot, and that Father 
Harold (a) had organized, and ſworn, all the 
rebels for ſame miles round him; and he im- 
puted his miſconduct, and the ignominious 
death which he ſuffered; to the advice of that 
traitor. How many traitors at Dunlavin were 
ſhot in- one day, all of the Popiſh perſuaſion, 
and Yeomen? Great numbers of Papiſts were 
very zealous to enrol themſelves in the Yeo- 
men corps of Wexford, and its vicinity, 2 
ſhort time before the rebellion broke out, for 
the purpoſe of obtaining arms, and acquiring 
a knowledge of diſcipline. Near 2000 Papiſts 


(a) He was Pariſh Prieſt of Rathcoole, and preached 
three loyal Sermons from the Altar, the Sunday before the 
Rebellion broke out. 
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did thei like 3 in Dublin, and they were propoſ- 
ed to the different corps by perſons who after- 
wards proved to be notorious rebels. Not a 
fingle inſtance can be adduced, of a Proteſtant 


Yeoman having become unfaithful, after the 
23d of May. Such of the Popiſh Militia 


as had been enrolled for three or four years 
remained ſteady ; and why? becauſe by ſhift- 
ing often from one place to another, their 


minds were enlarged, and the ſanguinary and 


intolerant principles which their reſpective 
pariſh Prieſts had infuſed into them, were in 
a great meaſure obliterated; beſides, they 
found that their officers, whom they were 
taught to regard as heretics, were generous 
and humane. However, from the perfidious 
conduct of the Longford regiment near Caſ- 
tlebar, it is very hard to determine, how far 
defertion might have taken place in the Popiſh 
Militia, if a large French army had landed 
here. A Popiſh ſervant who was arreſted in 
Dublin confeſſed his guilt, and (aid that 22000 


Popiſh ſervants were ſworn, and were to have 


riſen there on the 23d of May ; ; and it 
has fince been diſcovered that the lower claſs 
of Popiſh female ſervants were ſworn, and 
were to have co-operated on that occaſion, 


which muſt have been known to their Bi- 


ſhops 
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ſhops and Prieſts. Not a ſingle mee ſer-' 
vant in Dublin was charged with treaſon. * B 


Doctor M nen imp much of the hor- 
rors of the rebellion to Orangemen, and tho* 
he admits that twenty Popiſh Prieſts were at 
the head of a Popiſh army, he denies that Pa- 
piſts were materially concerned in the rebelli- 
on; but as he is a Papiſt, due allowance ſhould 
be made for his bigotry and partiality; be- 
ſides, as he was Secretary to the Catholic Com- 
mittee in 1792, which it is believed was the 
firſt germ of that revolutionary ſyſtem, which 
has ſince appeared, and as he afterwards enliſt- 
ed under the banners of Government, on get- 
ting a penſion, we may ſuppoſe that he is now © 
endeavouring to conciliate his Catholic friends, 
by ſinging his palinodia. The officers of the 
Militia can declare, what baſe and unremittir g 
attempts were made, to perſuade the Popiſh | 
ſoldiers co join the Union, and to turn their 
arms againſt their country. 


Veritas aſks, „is it the excommunicated 
Prieſts, the drunken and profligate couple-beg-. . 
gars, the very fæces of the church, who ap- 
peared active in rebellion, that Verax ſelects as 
examples in ſupport of his charge againſt 
Catholic principle?“ It can be proved, by the 


teſtimony of individuals, and the ſtrongeſt 
moral evidence, that the body of the Romiſn 
Priefthood were engaged in the cauſe of the 
Union. Father Huſſey, the Titular Biſhop 
of Waterford, kindled combuſtion in the pro- 
vince of Muſter, very early in the year 1796, 
by the publication of his Paſtoral Letrer, but 
much more by his inflammatory ſermons, and 
yet he never was regarded as a couple-beggar. 
It is univerſally allowed, that by them he oc- 
cafioned a coolneſs and a ſeparation between 
the Proteſtants and Papiſts of Waterford, who 
had long forgotten their antient and mutual 
prejudices, and had affociated together in 
the moſt cordial friendſhip. I have been well 
informed that treaſonable aſſociations began 
in his dioceſe, ſoon after he made his viſitati- 
on thro' it in April, 1798. 


The congrigations of the following Chapels 
in the county of Wexford, with their reſpec- 
tive Pariſh Prieſts, whoſe names are annexed, 
ſolicited. the civil magiſtrates, by a ſolemn 


' Addreſs, ſo early as the month of November, 
1797, to give them an opportunity of excul- 
pating themſelves from the foul ſuſpicion of 
being united, by exhibiting the oath of alle- 
giance to them, and they were accordingly 
ſworn at their reſpective altars on the 26th of 
Novem- 


Pariſhes or Chapels. 


Unions of Blackwater, 
Killala, Ballyvaloe, 
Bally valdon, Caſtle 
._ Ko, — — 
Millina, = = = 
Unions of Tombe, 


EKilcombe, and Roſs- 


manogue, ,., 
Killina, the chapel at 
Ballygarret, 
Kilcormuck, the cha- 

pel at Boulavogue, 
Monomaling, — 
Ballycanew, = - 
Kilmuckbridge, 
Clough, = <- = 


Gorey, andKillinahue, 
Kilbride, - = = 


Donamore, = = 


6 


November, where they took one of the ſtrong- 
eſt Oaths of Allegiance that could be indited. 


Prieſts. 


David Cullen. 
Nicholas Synnott. 


Francis Kavenagh, 
Nich. Redmond. 


John Murphy. 
Michael Lacy. 
Michael Murphy. 
Michael Lacy. 
Francis Kavenagh. 
John Redmond, his 
Curate, a notorious 
traitor, was hanged. 
Francis Kavenagh. 
Edward Redmond. 
Nicholas Redmond. 


The ſaid Prieſts and their congregations, 
and thoſe of che _ of Killenerin and 


Ferns, 4 
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Ferns, and of the chapels of Kilmallock, Caſ- 
tlebridge, and Ballymonabay, voted Addreſles 
to Lord Camden, expreſſive of their loyalty to 
the King and his Government, on the 12th of 
April 1798. In all the ſaid pariſhes, and in 
the following, viz. Enniſcorthy, including 
many Unions, Wexford, Kilruſh, Ferns, Tem- 
pleſhambo, Kilbride, and Camolin, and in 
various other pariſhes, the Popiſh inhabitants, 
incited by their reſpective Prieſts, continued 
to take oaths of allegiance, and to deliver up 
Pikes to the magiſtrates, the entire week pre- 
ceding the rebellion, which lulled them, and 
the Government into a ſupine and fatal ſecu- 
rity. All that time they continued to exhort 
their flocks to loyalty; but ſome magiſtrates 
were alarmed by this ominous circumſtance, 
that the Prieſts were conſtantly-confeſling their 
flocks the week preceding Whit-Sunday, when 
the rebellion broke out in the county of Wex- 
ford, preparing them, as it was ſuppoſed, for 
that/gloriohs cruſade. It is impoſſible that 
theſe Prieſts, who knew all the ſecrets of their 
flocks, could be ignorant that the inſurrection 
and maſſacre were determined on ſome months 
| before; but the very active part which they 
An in it, proves this beyond a doubt. 


| Father Francis Kayenagh, of Gorey, was 


One 


07 

one of the oldeſt; and was. conſidered as 
one of the moſt liberal and reſpectable pa- 
riſh Prieſts in the county of Wexford ; and 
yet his guilt was ſo evident, on the trial of 
Matthew Waddock, held at Arklow, the 18th 
of June, and again on the trial of Father Red- 
mond, his Curate, who was hanged at Gorey, 
that General Needham would have had him 
tried, but for the interference of Lord Mount- 
norris, and ſome gentlemen, who, in confide- 
ration of his age (for he was 75 years), prevail- 
ed on the General to diſcharge him. Father 
Roach, the General, hanged at Wexford, offi- 
ciated at the chapel of Poulpearſy: Father 
John Murphy, hanged at Tullow, did the like 
at Boulavogue : Father Michael Murphy, ſhot 
at the battle of Arklow, was pariſh Prieſt at 
Ballycanew: Jather Edward Redmond, of 
Ferns, marſhalled his flock, and led them to 
the battle of Newtownbarry, on the 1ſt of 
June: Nicholas Stafford, Curate to Nicholas 
Redmond, pariſh Prieft, was a notarious rebel, 
-and is now-a fugitive. It was proved on the 
trial of Denis Doyle, a rebel, at Gorey, the 
29th of November, 1798, that he incited the 
rebels to a general maſlacre of Proteſtants, 
and Father Byrne did the like, Father Dixon, 
of Caſtlebridge chapel, has been ſentenced to 
K 2 tranſ- 
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tranſportation: Father Michael Lacy (a), pa- 


riſh Prieſt of Kilmuckridge, ſaid Maſs for, and 
frequently harangued, the rebels at Vinegar- 
hill camp. 


It appeared by an affidavit, {worn before 


General Fawcett, the 5th of July, 1798, that 


Fathers Byrne and Shallow were active in pro- 
moting the rebellion, at Carrickbyrne camp. 


Father Edward Murphy, pariſh Prieſt of Ban- 


now, harangued the rebels at Carrickbyrne 


camp, and incited them to extirpate heretics in 
the following words: © that their ſucceſs was 


viſibly the work of God, who was determined, 
that the heretics, who had reigned upwards of 


one hundred years, ſhould now be extirpated, 


and the true Catholic religion be eſtabliſhed.” 


(3) Father Keane, known by the title of the 


bleſſed Prieſt of Bannow, was very active in 
the rebel camps, and ſo were Father James 
and Father Brien Murphy, the latter pariſh 


Prieſt of Taghmon. All theſe Prieſts had lived 


in the eſteem of Doctor Caulfield, and of their 
pariſhioners of every perſuaſion before the Re- 


bellion. 


(a) His brother, William Lacy, was Commiſſary at the 
camp of Vinegar-hill 


00 See Grandy's Affidavit 


We find, that in the counties of Mayo and 
Sligo, Fathers Gannon, Sweeny, Prendergalt, 
M' Donnell, O'Donnell, Cawley, Deaſe, and 
Conry, were active in promoting the rebellion. 
The latter was hanged at Caſtlebar. Father 
Harold, of Rathcoole, is under ſentence of 
tranſportation. A Prieſt at Monaſtereven was 
hanged. Father Meara, of Nenagh, Father 
O'Brien, of Doone, and Father Kennedy, of 
Caſtle-Otway, all in the county of Tipperary, 
were found to be concerned in the rebellion ; 
and the two former were ſentenced to be tranſ- 
ported. Father Neal, of Ballymacoda, near 
Youghal, was convicted of having given abſo- 
lution for murder, and of having ſigned the 
death warrants of different perſons, to promote 
the Union. Two, Prieſts were killed in the 
battle of Newtownbarry, and two in the battle 
of Kilcomny. Doctor M'Nevin, a Papiſt, 
ſwore before the Secret Committee, that the 
Iriſh Prieſthood were well affected to the cauſe, 
and that ſome of them propagated, ww} diſcreet 
zeal, the ſyſtem of the Iriſh Union. By diſ- 
creet zeal, he meant thoſe who ſecretly fo- 
mented It, preſerving at the ſame time, the 
appearance of loyalty, in contradiſtinction to 
thoſe fanatics who acted as Generals. The 
Popiſh Prelates did not, in a body, exhort, the 
Roman Catholics to loyalty and a peaceable de- 
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portment, till the 26th of May, and few, if 

any of them, did ſo individually, previous to 
that period. (a) Now is it poſſible, that they 
could not have known, that a treaſonable plot, 
for ſubverting the Conſtitution, and ſeparating 
the two kingdoms, had exiſted for two years ? 


As the camp on Vinegar-hill, and the pro- 
ceedings which took place there, form a ſtrik- 
ing feature in the rebellion, I will give a con- 
ciſe account of it, . becauſe it will refute many 
of the aſſertions of Veritas. Father John 
Murphy, of Boulavogue, in the pariſh of Kil- 

cormick, by far the moſt celebrated of the 
Church militant heroes, ſet out on his cruſade 
in ſaid pariſh, on Saturday evening the 26th N 
of May; and he had ſo effectually organized p 
his ſectaries, that he was attended in a few þ 
hours, with a numerous band of rebel ſoldiers, k 
with whom in the courſe of that night and 
next day, which was Whit-Sunday, he deſo- 
lated ten pariſhes, murdering all the Proteſtants 
he could find, and burning their houſes. The 
moſt noted perſons who fell a prey to his ſan- 
guinary rage were, the Rev. Mr. Burrowes, of 
Kilmuckridge, whoſe houſe he burned, and 
murdered him and ſeven of his pariſhioners, 


(a) We muſt except the amiable Dr. Moylan. 585 lec 


who 
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71 
who had taken refuge in it: The Rev. Mr. 
Turner, of Ballengale, and five of his pa- 
riſhioners, who ſought an aſylum under his 
roof. Mr. Darcy, a young gentleman of large 
fortune, and of very honourable connexions; 
Mr. Bookey, Lieutenant of the Camolin Caval- 
ry, met with the ſame fate, and their houſes 
were burned. On the ſame day, viz. Whit- 
Sunday, he engaged a detachment of the North 
Cork Militia at Oulart. Ir conſiſted of ſeven 
officers and one hundred privates, of which he 
killed the whole, except one officer, one ſerjeant, 
and three privates; and all their arms and am- 
munition fell-into their hands. Next day, he 
attacked and took the town of Enniſcorthy, 
after a very gallant defence made by the garri- 
ſon, commanded by Captain Snowe, of the 
North Cork regiment. On the retreat of the 
King's troops to Wexford, which was ſudden 


and precipitate, the rebels ſeized all the Proteſ- 


tants of that town, and the adjacent country, 
and committed. them to priſon. They then 
formed an encampment on Vinegar-hill, which 
is quite cloſe to the town, and continued to 
occupy it till the 2 iſt of June, when they were 
driven from it with conſiderable ſlaughter by 
the King's troops. During that time they daily 
led out of the different priſons, from twenty 


7% 
to thirty Proteſtants, whom, after a mock trial, 
they butchered in preſence of, and as a regale 
to, the rebels while on parade; and, horrid to 
relate ! they afterwards heard Maſs celebrated 
by one of their Prieſts, of whom no leſs than 
twenty or thirty conſtantly attended the camp, 


c Where ſighs, and groans, and ſhrieks, that rend the air, 
cc Mere made, not marked, where violent ſorrow ſeemed, 
c A modern extacy; the dead man's knell, 

« Was there ſcarce aſked for whom.“ 
SHAKESPEARE. 


Some ſcenes of the deepeſt tragic woe oc- 
curred in the courſe of theſe butcheries; and 
it 18 univerſally believed, that not leſs than 
400 Proteſtants were murdered in this manner 
on that hill. Many of them were magiſtrates, 
men of fortune, opulent farmers, or ſhop- 
| Keepers, whoſe wealth might have tempted 
their avarice, or provoked their envy ; but the 
pooreſt Proteſtants were equally the objects of 


their ſanguinary fury, 


One or two inſtances will ſhew how theſe 
ſcenes of ſavagery were conducted : John Con- 
nors, his wife and daughter, were taken priſo- 
ners to the hill, where they ſaw John Plunket, 
and J. Rigley, two Proteſtants, on their knees, 
in front of the rebels on parade, who formed a 


half 


half moon. While theſe three priſoners were 


on their knees, one James D'Arcy, an opulent 
corn factor, ſtepped forward, and ſhot Rigley 
with a horſe piſto!; he then charged it with 


great deliberation, and told Plunket inſulting- 
ly, that he would do his buſineſs, and then 
ſhot him. Having charged it again, he ſhot 
Connors, and he, on falling, dragged his old 


wife with him, as ſhe had put her arm under 


his to ſupport him. His poor old wife told 


D'Arcy, that ſhe now wiſhed he would kill 


her; on which he ſwore he would do ſo, and 


was proceeding to effect it, but ſome rebels 


more humane than the reſt, interpoſed, and 
prevented him. Theſe circumſtances were re- 
lated on oath at Wexford, by the widow and 
daughter of Connors, on the trial of D'Arcy. 
Brien Neal, of Ballybrennan, was led to ex- 
ecution in preſence of his aged father and a 
brother. Having aſked for a fair trial, he was 
refuſed. He then made a requeſt, that inſtead 
of torturing him with pikes, they. ,would 
ſhoot him, on which a rebel ſtruck him on 
the head. with a carpenter's adds, after which 
he ſtaggered a few ſteps, and fell; when one 
Joſeph Murphy ſhot him. His father was then 


put on his knees, but the executioner miſled. 


fire three times at him; on this, Father Roach, 


the General, who preſided at the execution, 
L 


defired | 
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defired him to try whether the firelock would 
go off in the air; and having accordingly made 


the experiment, it went off. Father Roach, 


thereupon, declared him innocent, and dif 


charged him with a protection, having imput- 


ed his eſcape to the interpoſition of Divine 
Frovidence. 5 


 Unheard of tortures were practiced on the 
hill, A Proteſtant, ſaved by the interpo- 
ſition of a rebel captain, who had a warm 
friendſhip for him, ſwore the following affi- 
davit before a Magiſtrate : © That on the 1ſt 
of June, he ſaw a man fitting on the ground 
there, with no other clothes to cover him, than 
a piece of ragged blanket : that his eyes were 
out, his head and body were ſwelled, and his 


cheeks were covered with ulcers : . that on de- 


ponent's exclaiming, what a miſerable object 
that was! the poor wretch uttered ſome inarti- 


culate ſounds, but could not ſpeak, from which 


he ſuppoſed that his tongue had been cur out. 
'That an armed rebel, whom he believed to be 
one of the guards, ſaid, that he was under 


puniſhment, and mentioned ſomething of flow 


death, indicating as he ſuppoſed, that he was 


do ſuffer ſuch a death.” The following ſuper- 
ſtitious practice frequently took place on the 


hill. A large tub of water was carried into 
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the camp, where one of the Prieſts bleſſed it 
by throwing ſome ſalt into it, and by uttering 
ſome cabaliſtical expreſſions over it. Then 
the rebels kneeling round it, were ſprinkled 


r * 


with the holy water by the Prieſts, who uſed 


whiſks of broom, or heath, for that purpoſe. 


Thus theſe ſanguinary monſters vainly ima- 


gined, that they could atone for the many 


murders they had committed, and conciliate 


the Divine favor, by ſo abſurd and ridiculous 


a ceremony, performed on the very ſpot, pol: 


luted by the blood of ſo many Proteſtants, |, 


As ſimilar practices took place at the camp 


of Carrickbyrne, which was the prototype of 
that at Vinegar-hill, I think it right to deſcribe 


ſome of the abominations which were com- 


mitted there, and in its vicinity. It was form- 


ed the 1ſt of June, and the rebels marched 


from it to Roſs, four miles diſtant, on the ov x 
of that month. During its exiſtence, the re- 
bel Chiefs occupied Scullabogue, the houſe of 
Mr. King, which was within half a mile of 
it; and they ſent detachments of pikemen 
round the adjacent country, to colle& ſuch 
Proteſtants as had not made their eſcape. They | 
ſeized no leſs than 221 of them, and. i impri- 
ſoned them at Scullabogue, where they kept 
them till they were almoſt ſtarved; and on 
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the 5th of June, the day that the battle of 
Roſs took place, they burned 184 of them in 
Mr. King's barn, and ſhot thirty-ſeven of them 
in the front of his dwelling houſe. In this 
number there were men, women, and chil- 
dren, of all ages, from 80 to 12 years old. 
It is not to be doubted, but that 184 bodies 
were found in the barn, and 37 outſide it, who 
were thrown | into the dyke of a hedge, and 
covered lightly with earth. 


Os 


When the unfortunate victims were put on 
their knees to be ſhot, the pikemen were heard 
to ſay to them, if you will give me your 

watch, I'll take care that your body ſhall be 
decently buried.” It has been declared upon 
oath, that Father Shallow, a pariſh Prieſt, li- 
berated and faved two young people, for whom 
he had a regard: and that he refuſed to releaſe 
a man of the name of Dobbyn and his three 
ſons,. who periſhed in the flames, though his 
N ſolicited him to do ſo. 


It appears from undoubted authority, that 
Nicholas Sweetman, John Murphy, of Lough- 
nageer, and Walter Devereux, rebel Captains, 
and farmers in good circumſtances, were ſu- 
| perintending this dreadful carnage. The lat- 
ter ſaid to a Yeoman, (who was ſo fortunate as 

ay Wil IIA . 
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to make his eſcape,) while the barn was on fire, 


it is thus we will ſerve all heretics.” This 


fact has been verified upon oath. Many 


Proteſtants were maſſacred in the camp of Car- 
rickbyrne, with the ſame circumſtances of 
cruelty and barbarity, as took place at Vine- 
gar-hill; and ſimilar atrocities were practiſed 
in the eamp near Gorey, which continued in 
the vicinity of that town for many days, 


Veritas ſays, © When it pleaſed the Iriſh-Le- 
giſlature to take away the means of education 
from the Iriſh Catholics, no other medium 
was left by which to reſtrain thoſe unruly paſ- 
ſions, and furious propenſities of the lower 
orders, which no laws however terrific could 
reſtrain, which no authority of magiſtrates 


could awe into good order, but that they yield- 


ed to the milder influence of religion; and 
the continual admonitions of their clergy, and 
the reſpect they bore towards the miniſters of 


religion were more effectual in quelling tumult, 


preventing diſorder, and preſerving integrity 
among them, than all the ſtatutes, tribunals, 
and. gibbets, that the ſtate could produce.” 


Now let the reader judge on what grounds this 
aſſertion ſtands. A Popiſh conſpiracy, of a 


very extraordinary nature, was diſcovered 1n 
the year 1729. The Romiſh Prelates of Ire- 
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land obtained a Bull from the Pope, © to raiſe, 
by the ſale of indulgences, a ſum of money, 
to be ſpeedily applied to reſtore James III. to 
-his right, and to put his preſent Majeſty, and 
all the Royal Family to the ſword. Every 
communicant was to receive plenary indul- 
gence for his ſins, on paying two pence, on 
faying the Lord's prayer five times, and once 
the apoſtles creed; and all approved confeſſors 
had power to abſolve in all caſes.“ Teige 
M'Carthy, alias Rabagh, an Iriſh Prelate, was 

actively concerned in this conſpiracy, which 

took place in the year 1729. It may be ſeen at 
large in the 6th volume of the Commons Jour- 
nals, page 342. From the year 1758, to the 
year 1765, the ſouth of Ireland was diſturbed 
by a ſet of Popiſh inſurgents, called White- 
boys, who committed great enormities. By 
the affidavit of one Father Mathias O'Brien, 

coadjutor to the titular Archbiſhop of Caſhel, 
ſworn before the Mayor of Kilkenny, it ap- 
pears, that that Prelate fomented theſe iuſur- 
rections, and that he ſwore the ſaid Prieſt to be 
true to the Church of Rome, and the Pretender, 
to extirpate hereſy, and to aſſiſt the French on 


- - their landing. His evidence was corroborated 
by that of one Meara, another Prieſt, and of 


Mr. James Farnell, of Rehill, in the county 
Fg Tipperary ; and it appeared by! it, that a 
Bull 


\ 
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Bull had been obtained from the Pope, for the 
purpoſe of raiſing money by the ſale of indul- 
gences, to forward theſe traitorous deſigns. 
The famous Father Nicholas Sheehy, a no- 
torious traitor, was hanged at that time, and 
though convicted of the moſt infamous crimes, 
on the cleareſt evidence, many of his ſectaries 
have had the effrontery to ſay, that he was 
murdered. The common herd of Papiſts 
daily impute many miraculous cures to the 
clay taken from his grave, and they add him 
to the bead roll of their Saints. The Province 
of Munſter was much agitated in the year 
1774, and again in the year 1786, by a ſet of 
Popiſh inſurgents, called White-boys, who. 
committed horrid atrocities. 


Loet not Veritas ſay, © that the mild influ- 
ence of religion has reſtrained the furious pro- 
penſities of the lower orders; for their religi- 
on encourages them, under a Proteſtant State, 
by removing all moral reſtraint from their 
paſſions. We know well that they ſpurned at 
the ſacred obligation of an oath, before, and 
during the preſent rebellion ; at which we can- 
notbe ſurpriſed, as the Roman Pontiff has al- 
ways inculcated, that no oath can bind them 
to an heretical government. () 


(a) See the Council of Lateran page 10, in the year 1215. 
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Thus when the Emperor of Germany took 
a ſolemn oath to adhere to the peace of Weſt- 
phalia, which he had made in the year 1648, 
with the Proteſtant Princes of the Empire, 
Pope Innocent X. in the moſt public manner, 
iſſued a flaming Bull, in which he declared, 


that the oath was null and void, as no oath 


could bind him to heretics. Father Burke, 
Titular Biſhop of Oſſory, publiſhed and avow- 
ed the ſame doctrine, in his Hibernia Domi- 
nicana, about the year 1770; and though the 
Iriſh Prelates pretended to diſclaim it, we find, 
that the maſs of the Iriſh Papiſts follow it in 
practice. In conſequence of the doctrines of 
their Church, which I have ſtated, they ſtand 
in point of morals, exactly on the ſame ſcale 
in Europe, that the Malays (a) doin Aſia; and 


Ireland has been as noted for aſſaſſins, as Afri- 


ca for Lions. 


« Hoc fonte derivata Clades, 
In patriam, populumque fluxit. 
. HoRACE. 


Veritas ſays, that the charge made by Verax, 
comes forward now very unſeaſonably, when 
thoſe who were notorioully active in the Rebel- 
lion, have experienced the Royal Clemency, 


(a) They are notorious for Aſſaſſination. 


”y . > 
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This obſervation would have had ſome weight, 
if the Royal Mercy had ſoftened the ferocious 


and ſanguinary ſpirit of the Popiſh multitude 
but alas! it has not had that effect; for noc- 
turnal robbery and aſſaſſination are conſtantly 


practiced : in many parts of the province of 
Leinſter a Proteſtant cannot with ſafety ſleep 


in a lone houſe, without a ſtrong guard: the 
manufacture of pikes continues ; and the Po- 
piſh rabble are as prone to inſurrection as ever. 


I will now appeal to every Iriſhman, poſ- 
ſeſſed of intellect, property, and principle, ler 
his religious perſuaſion be what it may, whe- 
ther he would not wiſh that ſome radical re- 
medy were applied to the evils which have 


thus agitated and diſgraced his country. They 


have ariſen from the ambitious hopes of Catho- 


lics, who it is to be feared, aſpire to an aſcen- 


dancy, and from the fears and the jealouſy 
of Proteſtants, leſt the eſtabliſhed Churth and 
State may be ſubverted. While avarice and 
ambition exiſt in the human breaſt, and a 
Parliament continues to fit in Dublin, ſeditious 
men will never ceaſe to rouſe the animoſity of 


different religious ſects againſt each other, for 


the purpoſe of diſtreſſing government; and 
an Engliſh faction will be always ready, from 


the ſame finiſter motives, to co-operate with 
| M them 
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them. From the year 1792, to the preſent 
time, the adminiſtration of juſtice has been 
obſtructed, induſtry has been extinguiſhed, 
the arm of the civil magiſtrate has been pal- 
fied by a ſyſtem of terror, and the rebel, and 
the nocturnal robber and aſſaſſin have found 
encomiaſts within the walls of a certain great 
Aſſembly, who have had the audacity to accuſe 
the Government of cruelty and oppreſſion, 
for having, after unavailing lenity, bordering 
on puſillanimity, endeavoured to reſtore ſocial 
order. Certain factious men in Parliament 


ſtigmatized the Roman Catholics and Preſpy- 


terians in the year 1783, when they had not 
ſhewn any evil propenſity; and they pane- 
gyrized them in the years 1796, and 1797, 
when in a ſtate of rebellion. 


A certain great Aſſembly may be compared 
to a Volcano, annually in a ſtate of eruption, 
and its ſcintillations kindle a flame in every 

part of the kingdom, deſtruQtive of peace, of 
morals, and of induſtry, The venal Orator 
of the day never fails to delude and agitate the 
giddy multitude, though his eloquence ſhould 
be as little regarded by them, as that of a 
Mountebank, who, when he promiſes the peo- 
ple health and longevity, diſſeminates poiſon 


: amongſt them. What has been the pro- 4 
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feſſed object of theſe political prize-fighters ? 
To aſſimilate ours to the Conſtitution of Eng- 
land, and to participate of her commercial be- 
nefits. For this our unfortunate country has 
been diſtracted by faction, and contaminated 
with crimes, | | 


All theſe objects are now offered to us by 
an Union, | 


Volvenda dies, en! attulit ultro. 


Many of the wiſeſt and moſt upright of the 
Iriſh lamented the reſtoration of our final 
Judicature to the Houſe of Lords, from a 
well grounded fuſpicion, that our Peers, from 
their cloſe connexions, and ſtrong local attach- 
ments, may be ſubject to a ſiniſter influence in 
their deciſions. For the fame reaſon, we ſhould 
with that our civil policy, and our commercial 
concerns, were regulated by an Imperial Par- 
liament, diveſted of paſſion and prejudice ; 
and which would be as ſolicitous to promote 
the proſperity of Ireland, as of Yorkſhire or | 
Middleſex, when ſhe became a portion of the 
Empire, and all jealouſies and collifions of in- 4 


tereſt were extinguiſned. Ireland has been 
called a limb of the Empire; but it is a limb | 
fo palſied by faction, and in ſuch a ſickly ſtate, 


_ as tobe incapable of receiving thoſe ſalubrious => 
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and vivifying principles, which are conſpicu- 
ous in the body to which it is annexed. 


— 


At this time, there is an imperious neceſſity 


for an Union, which ſuperſedes every conſide- 
ration, which contravenes every argument 
that can be advanced againſt it. 


In former emergencies the Supply ſeldom 
exceeded 1, 300, oool. This year we muſt 
raiſe 7oo, oool. to protect us from foreign 
and domeſtic enemies. 


We cannot raiſe that ſum in Ireland, we 
muſt have recourſe to England for it; but will 
ſhe lend it to us, in our preſent diſtracted and 
convulſed ſtate? We ſhould have been anni- 
hilated, but for the troops which ſhe ſeaſona- 
bly ſent to our aſſiſtance. 


What nation will trade with us, when we 


are obliged to invoke the aſſiſtance of Eng- | 


land, to fave us from ourſelves ? 


The ſyſtem of terror which prevails here, 


— 


has driven 10, ooo perſons of independent for- 


ö tune into England. At Bath alone, there are 


not leſs than 7000. Allowing 200l. for the 


annual expence of each, which is much too | 


ö Y . the additional remittance to Abſentees, 
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occaſioned by the turbulence of the preſen 
times, amounts to two millions ſterling. For 
this reaſon exchange has been at ten or ten and 
a half for ſome time paſt. 


— 


| I will appeal to the good ſenſe and candour 

R of my countrymen, whether, thus circum- 
ſtanced, we can exiſt another year without an 
UNION. 
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